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 “ The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.” 
Zephaniah 3:15b 

“Today we know that the Lord is in Our Midst.”  Joshua 22:31 

….It is precisely at such times as these that Jesus is apt to come, into the very midst of life 
at its most real and inescapable.  Not in a blaze of unearthly light, not in the midst of a sermon, 
not in the throes of some kind of religious daydream, but … at suppertime, or walking along a 
road. 

This is the element that all the stories about Christ’s return to life have in common: 

Mary waiting at the empty tomb and suddenly turning around to see somebody standing 
there – someone she thought at first was a gardener; 

All the disciples except Thomas hiding out in the locked house, and then his coming and 
standing in their midst; 

Peter taking his boat back after a night at sea, and there on the shore, near a little fire of 
coals, a familiar figure asking, “Children, have you any fish?”; 

The two men at Emmaus who knew him in the breaking of the bread; 

He never approached from on high, but always in the midst, in the midst of people, in the 
midst of real life and the questions that real life asks. 
                                                           Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat  New York: Seabury P, 1979, P. 87 

 



WE  GATHER  AS  THE  BODY  OF  CHRIST 

Musical Prelude 
Nedra Neumann 
Michelle Kauffold 

CREDO:  WHAT  WE  BELIEVE 

   ( Please Stand, as you are able ) 

 

  



 

  
 

WE  MAKE  OUR  CONFESSION 

LEADER:  Father, it is difficult for us to trust another person.  It is doubly difficult to confess 
to a God we cannot see; yet, we want to ground our lives in more than just what 
we can see.  So together we proclaim: 

ALL: By faith we know that Your divinity is here.  It is moving in our midst right now 
as we sing, as we confess, as we pray. 

LEADER: Yet doubt can come upon us fast and rage loudly!  Doubt isn’t just when we 
wonder whether or not You really exist; it’s the moment when we live as if You did 
not exist. 

ALL: We doubt when we worry… about the world’s safety, our bank balance, our 
popularity, raising our children, our health. 



 
 ( Please be Seated ) 

 

  

 
LEADER: We doubt when we judge and when we condemn; when we walk about with logs in                      
                         our eyes, looking for specks in the eyes of others. 

ALL: We doubt when Your forgiveness does not move us to forgive others. 

LEADER: But what can be done?  We confess our trust in You, then find ourselves doubting 
our confession time and again. 

WE  ASK  FOR  MERCY 

ALL: Christ, have mercy on all of us doubters.  We sing from our hearts: 
 

 



 

  

 

WE  RECEIVE  ABSOLUTION 

LEADER:  God, You do have hold of us.  Your Son, Jesus Christ, is in our midst right now,  
                     forgiving, loving, and bringing us back to Himself. 

 

WE  RESPOND  IN  PRAISE 

LEADER:  Oh Lord, King of the Flowers, King of the Universe, You do lean toward us!  You do  
                     dance within us!  

ALL:            Mighty God, generous Father, the entire cosmos is filled with lively evidence of  
                      your presence.  Though we often turn from You, You never tire of giving us  
                      opportunities to be found again.  What can we do but sing Your praises? 
 
 



 

  



WE  PROCLAIM  AND  HEAR  THE  WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

      THE PSALM IS PSALM ONE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 
 

LEADER:  Blessed by God are those people who refuse evil advice, 

ALL:         Who won’t follow sinners, who won’t join in sneering at God. 

LEADER:   Instead, the Law of the Lord makes them happy, and they think about it day and  
                      night. 

ALL:            The Lord is in their Midst!  They feel it!  They live it! 

LEADER:   They are like trees growing beside a stream, trees that produce fruit in season and  
                      always have leaves. 

ALL:            Those people succeed in everything they do. 

LEADER:   That isn’t true of those who are evil, because they are like straw blown by the                  
                      wind.  They are without strength or substance or value. 

ALL:             The LORD protects everyone who follows him, but the wicked follow a road 
                       that leads to ruin. 

 
 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT MESSAGE IS FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH, CHAPTER 51, VS 1-6: 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD.  Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 
made him many.  For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 
make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be 
found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me and 
my justice for a light to the peoples.  I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has 
gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they 
hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like 
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my 
salvation will be forever and my deliverance will never be ended. 

The Word of the Lord. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          ( Please Stand, as you are able ) 

 

           PASTOR:  THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF MATTHEW, CHAPTER 16, V 13-20: 

           ALL:            Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT MESSAGE IS FROM THE BOOK OF ROMANS, CHAPTER 12, VS 1-8: 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

The Word of the Lord. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

LEADER:   It is not the Lord who is in their midst – their bones, their atoms, their souls.  They  
                      have turned away from God, the Lord.  

ALL:             Sinners won’t have an excuse on the Day of Judgment, 
 
LEADER:   And they won’t have a place with the people of God. 

ALL:             Amen, so be it.  May we hold this Word of the Lord deep within our hearts. 

 

 

PASTOR :  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Phillippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.”And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah!  For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will give  



 

 

 

 

 

        ( Please be Seated ) 

 

                                              THE  SERMONIC  MESSAGE – Pastor Bob Garrels 

 

                                 WE  OFFER  OUR  PRAYERS – L ee Wolken 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

         ( Please Stand, as you are able ) 

 

 

 

 

  

WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are invited to come forward to receive the real presence of Christ in 
this sacrament.  To meet the needs of all during communion, the following are available: 

Pre-packaged individually wrapped gluten-free wafers, individual cups of wine or grape juice. 

 

 

 

 
PASTOR:  Dear Jesus, You showed us a love so great that You gave Your very life for ours.  
You came so that we would embrace each other in peace.  We now pray together the prayer 
You gave to us: 

ALL:            Our Father who is in heaven, blessed be your name. 
                      May your kingdom come, may Your will be done 
                      Here on earth as it is in heaven. 
                      Give us today all that we need, 
                      And forgive us the sinful things we have thought and done - 
                      As we forgive those who do wrong to us. 
                      Keep us from temptation, and free us from evil. 
                      We believe that Your kingdom is in us, and around us, 
                      And that You are the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ( Please be seated) 

THE BREAD AND THE WINE ARE BLESSED 

ALL:              By the eating of this bread and the drinking of this wine, 
                        We celebrate Your pure love for us - 
                        You exploded through death to eternal life to save each of us. 
                        We are forgiven, and we shall have eternal life. 

 



 

WE  SHARE  THE  BREAD  AND  THE  WINE 

 
** Special Music by 

Nedra Neumann and Michelle Kauffold ** 
 

              
               WHEN ALL HAVE COMPLETED COMMUNION….. 

( Please Stand, as you are able ) 
 

 PASTOR:  We do not deserve these gifts; but only say the word, Lord, and we shall be healed. 

  ALL:            Keep us aware that Your Holy Spiritual Presence feeds our souls, just as  
                                    wholesome earthly food nourishes our bodies.  

ALL:            JOINED TOGETHER AS ONE, WE ARE SENT FROM THIS HOLY HOUSE, BLESSED BY  
                      US AND LOVED BY GOD.  AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

WE  ASK  FOR  BLESSING  AS  WE  GO  OUT  FROM  THIS  PLACE 

LEADER:  God our Father, who gifts us with everything in this spectacular creation – 

                     God the Son, the risen Jesus Christ, who gave Your life so that we could know 
                     Grace, the unconditional love of the Father – 

                      God the Holy Spirit, who assures us moment by moment that the heavenly 
                      powerful Lord is indeed in our Midst – 

                      As this congregation has for eighty years, continue to bless and empower us. 

ALL:             We give you thanks and praise!  AMEN! 



 


