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THE MESSENGER
Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA
726 Fuller Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307
Website: www.immanuelbr.com

Facebook: @immanuelbr Instagram: ILCbigrapids
Phone 231/796-8273 Fax 231/796-9599

Sunday Morning Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday — 9:00 am to Noon and 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm - Closed on Friday

Office Staff: Mary Larkin, Administrative Assistant is in the office Tuesday — Thursday 9 am —4 pm. Shirley Hamelund, Office As-
sistant is in the office Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 am — 4 pm. Pastor Jack Ferra is in office Sunday, Monday (can be varia-
ble). The Church office is closed on Friday.
Office e-mail addresses:
Church: immanuelbigrapids726 @gmail.com
Mary Larkin (Administrative Assistant) marylar726@gmail.com
Shirley Hamelund (Office Assistant/Receptionist) shirleyh403@gmail.com
Pastor Jack Ferra dj911bgr@yahoo.com

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring concern for one another, welcoming
outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming hospitality, passionate worship,
intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity.
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Pastor’s Jibes
April, 2020

At our February Conference Pastor’s meeting, the Samaritas (formerly

Lutheran Social Services) representative to “Gateways for

Growth” gave a presentation on the work of the organization. Other

members include among others (36), the City of Grand Rapids,
Steelcase, Grand Rapids Chamber, Fifth Third, and Spectrum Health. | describe this group as the contemporary version of
the old ethnic societies, which in earlier times provided the social services and support for new immigrants from the “old
country.”

Their findings about current immigrants in Kent County are important to share; especially in this election year when
we are exposed to planned “disinformation” programs.

Income: In Kent county immigrants are 24.1% of the population growth. In 2016 immigrant household had an income of
nearly $1.3 billion; of which $219.4 million went to federal taxes and $101.5 million went to state and local taxes; leaving
them with $943.7 million in spending power. In 2016 their taxes contributed $124.6 million to Social Security and $33.3 mil-
lion to Medicare.


http://www.immanuelbr.com/

Healthcare: About 57.5 % of immigrants had private healthcare coverage, while 26.4% had public healthcare coverage. 26.3%
of immigrants in the county received Medicare or Medicaid, compared with 31,3% of US-born residents in 2016.

Workforce: 1,971 immigrant entrepreneurs earned $47.6 million in business income. Because of the role immigrants play in
the workforce helping companies keep jobs on US soil, we estimate that, by 2016, immigrants living in the county had helped
create or preserve 2,308 local manufacturing jobs that would have otherwise vanished or moved elsewhere.

Refugees: Kent County has a long history of refugee resettlement. Median income of refugees in Kent County, 2016 was
$54,045.

In order to be faithful servants of the gospel, we need to have facts and be stewards of the truth. That means hard
work; especially in times when opinion and prejudice are propagated as fact, even when it is unsubstantiated, or disproved.

Pax Vobiscum
Pr. Ferra
Pursuant to the Governor’s order we will NOT be having church at this time until the order is lifted. We

are also asking you to stay home until the Governor’s order is lifted. Church office will be closed until fur-
ther notice per Governor’s order.

North/West Lower Michigan Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Dear Friends in Christ,
Given the ongoing spread of the COVID-19 virus and the continually updating recommendations from the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO), I am joining my ELCA and ecumenical colleagues in strongly urging
congregations to suspend all in-person worship services and weekly in-person gatherings for the next eight weeks, or until May
10. This includes weddings, funerals, memorial services, non-emergency baptisms, and Holy Week and Easter services. While I
do not have the authority to suspend in-person worship in our congregations, I implore you to do so.

As your Bishop, part of my responsibility is to discern and make recommendations to protect our rostered ministers, congregation
members, and the general public. I understand the sadness, disappointment, and dismay at not being able to gather as a church
during Holy Week and Easter. I do not make this recommendation lightly. However, given the increase in confirmed cases of the
COVID-19 virus throughout our country and in the state of Michigan, I cannot in good conscience recommend gathering in per-
son. The more physical distance we put between ourselves and our neighbors, the more we help reduce the spread and impact of
the virus. In this time of darkness, I see the light of Christ shining though in our congregations. Being Church Together is more
than what happens in our buildings, and I rejoice in the many ways our congregations virtually care for one another, love their
neighbor, and continue to proclaim Christ. In time, I know we will once again return to the Lord’s Table and gather as church
around Word and Sacrament. While we are still apart, I encourage you to transition your worship, meetings, and classes to video
or phone conferences and operate food pantries in a “curbside only” capacity.

I have already suspended synod travel, in-person meetings, and synod events for this time. The Synod Office will be closed and
staff will work remotely as much as possible. We continue to be available to you by telephone, zoom, and email. We thank you for
your patience and understanding as we work to respond to everyone who has reached out.

O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace
and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our
thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

-Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Peace,
The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop



April Worship Schedule
(Readings from New Revised Standard)

April 5th - Passion/Palm Sunday
NO WORSHIP UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Pastor Jack Ferra
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Readings:
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14--27:66

April 12th — Resurrection of Our Lord
NO WORSHIP UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Pastor Jack Ferra

ZisER(

Matthew 28:6

Readings.
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10

April 19th — 2nd Sunday of Easter
NO WORSHIP UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Pastor Jack Ferra

Readings.
Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 26th - 3rd Sunday of Easter
NO WORSHIP UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Pastor Jack Ferra

Readings:
First Reading

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23

ADMINISTRATIVE
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April 22, 2020
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Immanuel Activities and News
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Bob Schweitzer
Charlie Schroeder
Lloyd Baumunk
Beth Windquist
Shirley Hamelund
Bob Krueger
Allison Conley
Tom Pennington, Jr.
Gyddeon Bowen
Mark Manning
Jean Priestap
Tammy Lindsey
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Anniversaries

Gil & Deb Flores
Dick & Bette Jo Brown
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Ongoing prayers for: Shirley & Lloyd Baumunk, Jean
Swarthout, Virginia Schuberg, Scott Weber, Keith

White, Bill Donahue, Pastor Dennis Smith’s mother Hel-
en, Andy Anderson.

Healing & Health Concerns for:

Woody Neumann, Linda Obermier Borton, Joyce
Conley, Terry Leiter, Roger O’Dell, Bill Biers, Nancy
McReynolds, Len Crystal, Jean Priestap.

COMFORT: The Ellery Vargo family

World Concerns Prayers:

Our President and Leaders of the Nation

Racism

People hurting, suffering, homeless

People in poverty (hunger, homeless)

Military troops in the U.S. and abroad

Wounded Warriors

Victims of Human Trafficking

Victims of natural disasters here & abroad

Victims of shootings, bombs, terrorist groups

Victims of hurricanes, flooding and earthquakes and
volcanoes and wildfires

North Korea, Iran, Syria, Puerto Rico, Islamic communi-
ty in New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong

YTD Jan. thru February 2020

Ministry Fund Building Fund
Giving - 535,948 Giving - $21,628

Expenses -$23,168 Mortgage Payments- $13,112
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[Parish Nurse

Easter Sunday is two weeks away. We do not know
if we at Immanuel Lutheran Church will have Easter
services due to the nation-wide coronavirus.

APRI L

A positive message is spring is coming. The robins
have returned and spring flowers have begun to
bloom!

Health news for April will include:

National Organ Donation Month. Each day 79
people receive organ transplants. The bad
news is that 21 people die daily waiting for
transplants that can’t be performed because
of a shortage of donors. If you haven’t al-
ready signed up to be an organ and tissue
donor, contact the Secretary of State’s Of-
fice, sign up and receive a “heart” on your
driver’s license. The only deterrent is if a
person is actively receiving cancer treatment.

Minority Health Month. The Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid are sponsoring programs to en-
hance community and clinical interventions
to prevent cardiovascular disease and stroke
among all Americans, including minority
populations who are at greater risk for cardi-
ovascular disease. Also events to find ways
to combat childhood obesity in the U.S. are
underway, especially for minority and low
income communities.

Occupational Awareness Month. Occupational
therapists and Occupational Therapy assis-
tants help people across their lifespan to do
the things they need and want to do. They
help children with disabilities to participate
fully in school and social situations, help
those recovering from illness of injury regain
their skills and provide supports for older
individuals to make physical and cognitive
changes as needed.

National Sarcoidosis Month. Sarcoidosis is a
chronic disease of abnormal inflammatory
cells (granulomas) that can form nodules in
many organs (lungs, lymph nodes, skin, or
any organ). This disease seems to be caused
by an immune reaction, infection, or another
trigger. It is more common in those of
Northern European descent (Scandinavians)
or African or African Americans and those
between the ages of 23-30. It is more com-
mon in women and is often confused with
tuberculosis.

PARI SH NUR SBEOd Pressure checks will be when church services resume

or if someone requests a special need for a blood pressure
check.

Jesus came and stood among them and said “ Peace be with
you!” ... John 20:19

Love In Christ,
Phyllis Lindsey, Parish Nurse

REVIVE

REVIVE is a synod initiative to enhance the vitality of con-
gregations. As part of the MIF’s agreement to reduce our
monthly mortgage payment, they requested that we partic-
ipate in the REVIVE program. It is a two-year learning expe-
rience with four to six other churches. Each congregation
that participates will send a team of three lay persons and
the pastor to three one day events and three overnight re-
treats over two years. The date for the first one day event
iswdzft @ My FTNRBY vya¥Tanity Lithéraniin?
New Era which is about 20 miles north of Muskegon. We
have two members who are very interested in participating
so we need one more member. Please pray if God is calling
you to attend. If you have questions, please contact me.

~ Lee Wolken

SIMPLY GIVING

For your convenience during this time The Simply Giving
Program is available as a viable option. There is an authori-
zation form that needs to be filled out. Mary can get that
information from you over the phone so it can get started
and you can come in the church and sign the form or Mary
can mail you the form to fill out and mail back so you do not
have to come to the church. Mary will need the account
(checking or savings) you would like debited and the rout-
ing number and account number to send to Vanco.
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Stewardship Message for April Community Event

In 2002, Rick Warren wrote a book “The Purpose Driv- Together, we can ensure

en Life” in which he presents an acrostic SHAPE. He that our community receives the
resources it needs.

discusses how God has shaped each of us with special
areas of expertise to serve God and others. S is for
Spiritual gifts. You can’t earn your spiritual gifts or de-
serve them; that’s why they are gifts.1 Corinthians
12:7 says “A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a
means of helping the entire church.” H is for Heart.
Another word for heart is passion. What motivates
you; what are you enthusiastic about. When we do

something that we are passionate about, it is not

work. A is for Abilities, i.e. natural talents with which ~ Every 10 years, as required by the Constitution, the fed-
we were born. P is for Personality. Our personality will eral government counts everyone who lives in the United
"= Y- P Y States. This count includes the collection of basic infor-

affect how and where we use our spiritual gifts and mation, such as age, sex, and race, about every person
abilities. Some people are extroverts and some intro- living in each household. In 2020, for the first time ever,

verts. Some are dynamic and others very deliberant. g the Census Bureau will accept responses online and by
ic f E . We all h had famil =~ phone, but you can still respond by mail if you prefer.
Is Tor our past Experiences. We all have had family, You can respond as soon as you receive your 2020 Cen-

educational, vocational, spiritual and painful experi- sus packet. Be sure to count everyone who is living in

ences. Understanding an using our SHAPE is the se- your household.

cret of both fruitfulness and fulfillment in ministry. 1 The 2020 Census Bureau is hiring! Jobs start at $14.00

Peter 4:10 (LB) “God has given each of you some spe-  and are flexible. Wor k begins Spring 2
cial abilities; be sure to use them to help each other, cl udes A uFgrunsrd info2nfatidrand to apply

passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessings.” visit: www.2020census.gov/jobs. Local recruiting con-
~Lee Wolken tact: Lori Coleman 616-283-2743.

Learn more at 2020census.gov.

Gloria Johnson is moving to Shelby Township, MIlon Ap r i |
1 s Her, email address is johnsonglor@ yahoo.com and cell

ph # is 231-287-1769. E-mail or call her if you would like

to wish her well. Her new address will be 49108 E. Woods

Dr., Shelby Township, MI 48317.

Cancellations due to Coronavirus Qutbreak

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services

AAUW Spring Book Sale

Shepherd’s Hooks & Needles Knitting Group April 5, 2020
Hospitality committee meeting !


https://canadianlakes.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c8c279d7052c7c548b3e1df2&id=3d1414105a&e=c2c4c6a098




2020 Council Members
David Scott, President
Travis Kizer, Vice President
Vicky Scott, Secretary
Nedra Neumann, Treasurer
Tammy Lindsey

Melanie Richardson

Megan Smith

Carol Wilson-Jungck

Phyllis Cousineau

Linda Kizer

Pastor Jack Ferra

Committee Council Liaisons

(231) 250-5067
(231) 349-4599
(231) 250-7589
(231) 796-0956
(231) 519-1212
(231) 357-0863
(231) 287-7022
(231) 670-3220
(231) 796-9574
(231) 856-7013
(616) 204-8980

Office Staff

Pastor Jack Ferra (Sun., Mon.)

Mary Larkin, Administrative Asst. (Tues.-Thurs.)
Shirley Hamelund, Office Asst. (Mon, Tues, Thurs.)
Phyllis Lindsey, Parish Nurse (schedule varies)

Intentional Faith Development
Doug & Gayle Merkle, Chairpersons (313)881-3828

Social Concerns (Risk-Taking Mission and Service)
Roger Barr, Chairperson (231)972-8276
Lee Wolken —Habitat/Humanity  (231)972-7756

Stewardship (Extravagant Generosity)

TBA - Finance Committee, Executive, Herrick Endow-
ment Fund
Carol Wilson-Jungck — Celebrate Immanuel (CIF), Social

Lee Wolken, Chairperson (231) 972-7756
Bob Krueger (231) 796-2012
David Scott (231) 250-5067

Concerns, Healing garden
Travis Kizer — Vision committee
TBA — Property committee

Committees and Organizations

Celebrate Immanuel (CIF)
Bob Krueger, Chairperson

Christian Education

Church Life

Carol Zimmerman, Chairperson
Kitchen Coordinator

Irene Schuberg, Funeral lunch

Finance

Nedra Neumann, Chairperson
Nedra Neumann, Treasurer
Roger Barr — Gifts/Memorials

Nominating Team (2020)
Darrell Corrie

Chuck Schroeder

Judy O’Dell

Property
Tim Vogel, chairperson

Healing Garden Min.
Carol Wilson-Jungck, co-chair

Heritage team:
Carol Zimmerman

(231) 796-2012

(231) 796-2152

(231) 796-7814

(231) 796-0956
(231) 796-0956
(231) 972-8276

(231) 598-0537
(231) 972-4526
(231) 823-2845

(231) 796-3860

(231) 670-3220

(231) 796-2152

Vision and Ministry Leadership Network

Gunder Myran, Chairperson
Lee Wolken

Nedra Neumann — Small Groups
Kara Kizer - Welcoming Hospitality Chair (231) 519-0570

Welcoming
Phyllis Lindsey — Prayer circle

Dee Neumann-Prayer Circle
Webmaster- Mary Larkin

Women of the ELCA
Dee Neumann, co-chair
Shirley Hamelund co-chair

(231) 972-7405
(231) 972-7756
(231) 796-0956

(231) 796-6400
(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-8273

(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-7763

Worship and Music (Passionate Worship)

David Scott, A/V team

Dee Neumann, Altar Guild
Carol Zimmerman, Altar Guild
Millie Gillies, Choir

Readers (Volunteer)

Ron Decker — Ushers

Bill Ballard — Ushers

Phyllis Lindsey, Worship Asst.
and Intinction Asst.

Dee Neumann, Weddings
Shirley Hamelund, Weddings

(231) 796-4618
(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-2152
(231) 796-2460

(231) 796-2706
(231) 972-4413

(231) 796-6400
(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-7763
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ELCA

726 Fuller Ave.
Big Rapids, Ml 49307

Address Change Requested
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Special dates

* Holy Week, Apr 4112 , 5 20
* Palm/Passion Sunday, Ap r i |
* Maundy Thursday, Apr i |

* Good Friday, Apr i | 10
» Easter Sunday, Apr i | 1
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