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THE MESSENGER
Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA
726 Fuller Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307
Website: www.immanuelbr.com

Facebook: @immanuelbr Instagram: ILCbigrapids
Phone 231/796-8273 Fax 231/796-9599

Sunday Morning Worship Service
Of ce Hour sT:huMosidhggyn t o Noon -arydga miC| CoCs epdm

Office Staff: Mary Larkin, Administrative Assistant is in the office Tuesday — Thursday 9 am —n pm. Shirley Hamelund, Office As-
sistant is in the office Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 am — n pm. Pastor Jack Ferra is in office Sunday, Monday (can be varia-
ble). The Church office is closed on Friday.

Of c emaei | addresses:

9:

Church: i mmanuel bigrapids726@gmail.com
Mary Larkin (Administratve Assistant) maryl ar 7c
<

Shirl ey Hamelund (Ofce Assistant/ Receptonist)

Pastor Jack Ferra dj 911bgr @yahoo. com

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring concern for one another, welcoming
outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming hospitality, passionate worship,
intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity.

NOVEMBER 2019
o\ , November is marked by 2 important days on the church calendar: All
D mé/ Saints Sunday (Nov. 3) and Christ the King Sunday (Nov. 24). Traditionally All

)~ Saints is a Sunday when those who have died during the previous year are re-
)/ ";};‘;’w @W membered and thanksgiving is offered for their lives. The festival of Christ the
l‘m King crowns the end of the second half of the church year; beginning on Pente-
cost, Sundays are focused on the life of the Church, defined by the teachings of

Jesus Christ.

November also includes a national holiday of thanksgiving, established
each year by a Presidential Proclamation; often read at the beginning of
Thanksgiving worship services.

It is this theme of thanksgiving which can bind all three celebrations.

The title GAll Saints€ tells us this celebrates A L shints, deceased and living. In our Lutheran confession of
the Christian faith, the saints are all who are baptized in the name of the Triune God. St. Paul, gives thanks for all
the saints when he writes to the church in Thessalonica:2 S | f g @& 3JIA GBS G(GKIyla
@2dz Ay 2dzNJ LIN} @SNAR>X O2yaidlydte NBYSYOSNRYy3A o6
AGSIRTraldySaa 2F K2LIS Ay 2dz2NJ [ 2NR WSadza / KNR A

As pastor | give thanks for each of you, because we share the same sacred promises in our Affirmation of
Baptism.
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http://www.immanuelbr.com/

We have all promised God and each other: to live among GodQ faithful people
to hear his Word and share in his supper
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Because we have this union of sacred promises, | choose to address youas P A R T NnatRsSmembersé &
Partners because we have promised God and each other that we are committed with time, talent, and treasure to
the same ministry and mission. | do not use the term dmemberé Because in our society member can merely mean
you have your name on a list. For example, we purchase membership in the Meijer Gardens and receive a member-
ship card. | have committed nothing more. In contrast, our sacred promises bind us to far more.

And on Christ the King we celebrate, give thanks, that the God we know through Jesus Christ, is Lord of time
and eternity. And that nothing in all creation will separate us from his love.

Pax Vobiscum

Pr. Ferra

Preparation for worshi

@To all GodQbeloved ... called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christé (Romans 1:7, NRSV). Welcome!

% k %

Dear family of God, welcome to worship in the name of Jesus, our Savior. May you be nourished by the very Bread of
Life.

* %k k

OLORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!€ (Psalm 8:1, NIV). We gather to praise God. Welcome!

% k %

We have come to praise the King of kings and Lord of lords. May we learn from Christ our King that true power is re-
vealed through love and mercy.

* %k k

AdWhat you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make £
—Jane Goodall

k % Xk

6Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those little bits of good put all together that overwhelm the world.€
—Bishop Desmond Tutu
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November Worship Schedule
(Readings from New Revised Standard)

November 3rd - All Saints Sunday
9:30 AM Rev. Jack Ferra

U vey

Readings:

Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18
Psalm 149
Ephesians 1: 11-23
Luke 6: 20-31

November 10th — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Rev. Jack Ferra

W/ELCA Thankoffering Service
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Readings.
Exodus 17: 1-7
Psalm 104: 1-14
Titus 3: 4-7
Luke 20: 27-38

November 17th — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Rev. Jack Ferra

BY YOUR

e S T

| GAIN-YOUR-SDULS.

EUKE 2119 NRSV

Readings:
Malachi 4:1-2a

Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 24th - Christ the King Sunda
9:30 AM Rev. Jack Ferra

GHRIS,
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Crr Nng
Readings:

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20

Luke 23:33-43

Parish Register:

Death:
CIiff Whitfield September 13, 2019

Affirmation of Baptism/New Member:
Tammy Lindsey October 20, 2019



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-11-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-11-17/0
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Virginia Schuberg, Scott Weber, Keith White, Bill
3 Kendalyn Persons Donahue, Pastor Dennis Smith@ mother Helen, Andy
4 Shirley Baumunk Anderson, Ellery Vargo, Scott Weber.
5 Casey Conley
6 Don Nelson Healing & Health Concerns f
7 Cif‘di Neumann Allison Krueger Conroy, Woody Neumann, Carol Wil-
Michelle Vanhala son-Jungck, Linda Obermier Borton, Clayre Wind-
9 Gil Flores . .
Cam Meyer quist, Sandy Brogan, Donna Richner, Joyce Conley,
11 Deb Flores Roger Oell.
Lee Wolken
12 Bill Biers
14 Cheryl Schweitzer Comfort: Cliff Whitfield
17 Betty Nelson
Andy Scott
20 Bruce Spengler Worl d Concerns Prayers:
21 David Kizer Our President and Leaders of the Nation
23 Ellery Vargo Racism
24 Ryan Metzger People hurting, suffering, homeless
28 Carol Wilson-Jungck People in poverty (hunger, homeless)
29 Craig Windquist Military troops in the U.S. and abroad
Wounded Warriors
Victims of Human Trafficking
Victims of natural disasters here & abroad
Victims of shootings, bombs, terrorist groups
Victims of hurricanes, flooding and earthquakes and
volcanoes and wildfires
* A N N I ‘I E R S A R I E S North Korea, Iran, Syria, Puerto Rico, Islamic communi-
ty in New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong
3 Tim & Vickie Vogel
25 Charlie & Rose Schroeder Y T D J an. t h r u e p
Ministry FBmudlding Fun
Giving -$111,572 Giving - $65,275

Expenses -$ 95,026 Mortgage Payments- $59,004




to prepare the meal. When dinner is done, make sure to
PARI SH NURSE store the leftovers properly to prevent food poison-
ing. Most importantly, spend time with those you
care about and have a safe and healthy holiday!

—

.
[Parish Nurse

This is the special month to be extra thankful. First,
thank God for all your blessings, then your family,
friends, and neighbors for all the thoughtful and lov-
ing things they do for you. May you help those who
are less fortunate than you.

NOVEMBER

Update regarding foods for Diabetics.

Eating whole fruits may reduce the risk of type 2 diabe-
tes, while drinking fruit juice may raise the risk.
Whole fruit curbs appetite better than juice.

Research has shown eating fresh whole fruits reduces
ones chance of developing type 2 diabetes.

Bottom line: Shoot for five servings of fruit (each serv-
ing 1 piece or Y2 cup), not juice, every day. Eat
whatever kind you like, but blueberries (fresh or
frozen), apples, red grapes, pears, and bananas are

Our Health news for November will be:
American Diabetes Month is a time to raise

awareness of diabetes prevention and con-
trol. There are more than 25 million Ameri-
cans living with diabetes and triple that
amount at risk. Those of you who are over-
weight, exercise less than 3 times a week,
over 45, have high blood pressure or choles-
terol, are African American, Latino, Ameri-
can Indian, Alaska Native, Asian American
or Pacific Islander, or have a parent, brother
or sister with diabetes are at risk. Some
ways to lower your chances of getting type 2
diabetes are eating healthy, watching your
weight, being active, and controlling blood
pressure and cholesterol. Diabetes, if uncon-
trolled, can cause many health problems.

November is Lung Cancer Awareness month.

Lung disease is a growing health concern in
the United States. If you have any of the
following warning signs of lung disease,
please call your physician and set up an ap-
pointment; Chronic cough (have had for a
month), shortness of breath that doesn& go
away, difficulty breathing, chronic mucus
production, noisy breathing, coughing up
blood, or chronic chest pain that gets worse
with breathing or coughing. All these are
warning signs that something is wrong and it
is better to find the problem as soon as possi-
ble rather than waiting.

Alzheimer® Awareness. Early diagnosis of this

disease can help get early treatment and pos-
sibly maintain a level of independence long-
er. Some of the warning signs include
memory loss that disrupts daily life, chal-
lenges in planning or solving problems, and
difficulty completing familiar tasks at home,
at work, or at leisure. For a complete list of
warning signs talk with your physician. The
Alzheimer® Association can help care givers
and have set up a 24 hour helpline: 1-800-
272-3900

Thanksgiving is almost here. There are many

heart healthy recipes available for Thanks-
giving dinner, but the main thing to remem-
ber is portion size. Then just remember to
minimize the amounts of fats and sugars used

excellent choices.

od pressure checks Wil

fiGive thanks in all circumstances; for this is God& will for
you in Christ Jesus.0 I Théséalonians 5:18

e I n Christ,
|l i s Lindsey, Par

Council Message

I grew up in a small church, located in a small town in
Northern Wisconsin very much like Big Rapids. The one
difference was I knew everyone and everyone knew me.
Maybe I should say everyone knew me because their fami-
lies knew generations of my family. Youére probably won-
dering where is this guy going with this. Hang with me and
with a little luck 1d1 be able to make sense of it for you. Our
church was a very friendly, loving place to go. There were
fun groups, helpful groups and learning groups for people to
belong to. For example, the Lady® Aid that met in homes or
church basements and made quilts, baby clothes, etc. for the
under privileged in town. The men belonged to the Dart
Ball teams and to the city church leagues. Now this game
was played like baseball using darts and a board that resem-
bled a ball field. The point I am trying to make is that the
doors and lights were always open and on. There was al-
ways some activity to participate in. It was like one big hap-
py family.

As with many small towns after high school, job opportuni-
ties were limited. You took over the family farm or some
small business. I was not interested in either one. So, off to
the big city to make my fortune. I visited several churches,
and was like a fish out of water. The people were friendly
enough; they@ say good morning, have a nice day, but it
just seemed like it was something they must say, and I felt
something was missing. I found a very friendly bar with



friendly people, started to attend some classes at the uni-
versity and started to drift away from church; it appeared 1
had more important things to do. A few years passed me
by. I met anice girl and later was married. For the next 4
or 5 years the words fichurch life0 was not in our lives or
future. Oh, we went to church now and then but did not
have a church life.

We had a job opportunity; however, it meant a transfer to
Michigan. Once again, we started to visit churches. One
day my wife came home and mentioned she saw a little
church sitting in the woods just up the street. We walk
through the front door and realized we found a home. In a
very short time [ was on council, mowing lawn, doing
maintenance, while the wife was involved with the wom-
enG group and the girls were in youth activities. In a word
we were home. That lasted approximately 12 years when
another chapter of our lives began. It went by the name of
retirement. The hunt for a new church began again. This
time in didn@ take long to find this friendly small church
on Linden street in Big Rapids. By the time coffee hour
was over we knew Pastor Bob and his wife, 2/3s of the
choir, and at least }2 the congregation. On the drive home
Rose said we just left our new home.

If you are still thinking, where is this guy going, a1 finish
with this very simple message given to me by a close
friend. AltGs easier to get there if you know where youére
going.0 Don@& be like me and try to do everything on your
own. Simply put it in the hands of the Lord and he will
show where and lead you to where you should be. He
knows where you belong, even if you don.

~Charlie Schroeder
Immanuel Lutheran Church

October 2019 Council Meeting Highlights

§ Ministry Investment Fund approved a continuation of
the $1000/month loan reduction for one year.

T Sunday school should be up and running by the first of
November.

1 We have an official one-year contract with Pastor
Ferra.

1 Senior Social November 13" —will feature a speaker
from Eagle Village.

<><><L>

EQUAL EXCHANGE FAIRLY TRADED
PRODUCT

We are now serving Equal Exchange coffee during cof-
fee hour. The regular coffee is Organic Breakfast Blend
and the decaffeinated coffee is Cozy Cup Decaf. These
are available for you to purchase on our Equal Exchange
product display in the fellowship hall along with several
other varieties of coffee, tea, cocoa and cholate bars.

Visit the Equal Exchange website at
equalexchange.coop and check out all of the products
available. If you see something we do not have and you
would like to try, just let me know. (Linda Kizer 231-856-
7013 or

kizerlinda@att.net)

SOLI DARI'TY Tastes
People of faith are living out their values through their
consumer choices, using fairly traded and organic prod-
ucts. Farming communities are providing for their fami-
lies, greening our planet and building a better future.
Through this partnership, you get access to organ-

ic, fairly-traded products at discounted wholesale prices,
ensuring that more of the money you spend on coffee, tea,
chocolate and other products reaches the hardworking
farmers who actually grow them.
Social Concerns Committee ~ F o r

ng a difference.
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on the hospitality chart by the kitchen

window to host a coffee and refresh-

ment time after worship. Please check

it over too see where you could host,
maybe a special occasion, birthday, anniversary, etc. If
you are unable to host a coffee hour, you may just supply
goodies & Church Life committee will serve it for you.
~Thank you

i ght Savings
forget to set
on Saturday,

go to bed.

Ti m
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Please plan to attend
~ourfallSeni or
ci al l unc
Wednesday

ber 13, at

N o 0 We have a

great fall menu
planned, and our guest is Chad Faxton, who will speak
to us about Eagle Village activities. No charge for the
luncheon, but please bring one of the following to do-
nate to the Eagle Village teens: Shampoo, créme rinse,
hats, gloves, mittens, or a monetary donation are all
acceptable! Thank you for your generosity.

Mortgage Payment Reduction — The Mission In-
vestment Fund (MIF) notified us in October that they
will continue to reduce our monthly mortgage payment
from $7,556 to $6,556 for the next 12 months. Our
2020 budget incorporates this reduced amount. One of
MIF& requirements for this reduction is that we partici-
pate in the synod® REVIVE program that will start
after Easter 2020. REVIVE is a two-year intensive re-
newal/vitality learning community to enhance the six
vital systems of congregational vitality: Community
Engagement, Evangelism, Worship, Faith Formation,
Generosity and Leadership. A team of three lay persons
and the pastor from our church will attend three over-
night retreats and three one day learning events over
two years. There will also be five to six other churches
participating in the retreats.

Attention, Immanuel Members! We
would like to make some changes to the
¢ Chili Cook Off next winter, so as you
@ are traveling and going to flea markets,
garage sales, farmerG markets, etc.
please keep your eyes open for unusual,
unique chili themed things that could be used for prizes

or decorations. It will be fun to see what we can find!
Thank You!

Please note: Does anyone know
of someone that does a lot of craft-
ing and uses old candles? The Altar
> Guild has a supply of candles they
% can no longer use. Please let the
Altar Guild (Dee Neumann, Carol
Zimmerman, Cindi Neumann, Shirley Hamelund)
know and we will be glad to donate them.

So-

Community Events

heo 12th Aflnual Sweaters for Veterans - Daggett-

1

Ngi%ee‘[ Plineral Home is collecting NEW sweaters &
g

oves to donate to veterans in VA hospitals or vet-
erans who live in veterans homes beginning Mo n -
day, November 4th thru Fri
Drop off at the Funeral Home, 13985 Northland Dr.,
Big Rapids or Barryton Funeral Home, 19238 South
30th Ave.,Barryton1 0: 00 am to 3: 00 p

AVAILABLE APARTMENT RENTALS: There
currently are vacancies in the senior citizen apart-
ment complex, the historic Nisbett Fairman Build-
ings, in downtown Big Rapids. The apartment sizes
and rents vary and eligible approved renters are
subject to income limits of $22,100 for one person
and $25,250 for two people. For specific infor-
mation, please contact the Big Rapids Housing
Commission at 231.796.8689.

Soci al Concert

Members of the Immanuel family have been asking
about the Samaritan® Purse shoeboxes this year.
The Social Concerns Committee elected not to par-
ticipate as a congregation this year. Rather, we will
be supporting activities such as Eagle Village, the
Salvation Army, Project Starburst, Manna Pantry
and others in our community. If you feel you would
like to donate a shoebox on your own, there is still a
supply of the boxes, but you will have to drop it off
at St. Peter® Lutheran Church for distribution.

Community Foundation Match Day- The Me-
costa County Community Foundation has sponsored
a community giving match day for a number of years
and many members of the community gave gener-
ously to many local charities. This year there will
NOT be a community foundation sponsored match
day; so if you had planned to give a donation to our
church on match day we encourage you to still give
and we thank you for your generosity.




Me mber s
231) 349-4599
231) 823-2845
231) 250-7589
231) 670-3220
231) 598-0537

2019 Counci |
Travis Kizer, President

Judy ODell, Vice Pres.

Vicky Scott, Secretary

Carol Wilson-Jungck

Darrell Corrie

—~ e~~~ o~~~ —

Chuck Schroeder 231) 972-4526
Phyllis Cousineau 231) 796-9574
Linda Kizer 231) 856-7013
Commitee Counci l Liaisons

Dar r el +WofShipr& Musie Committee

T B AFinance Committee, Executive, Herrick Endow-
ment Fund

J u d @ e Bdhurch Life & W/ELCA Committees

Car ol -JWin gltelkbrate Immanuel (CIF), Social
Concerns, Healing garden

Tr avi sVisién camenittee

T B -AProperty committee

Commi tees and

Celebrate(Cmhanuel
Bob Krueger, Chairperson (231) 796-2012

Christan Educaton

Church Life
Carol Zimmerman, Chairperson
Kitchen Coordinator

Irene Schuberg, Funeral lunch

(231) 796-2152
(231) 796-7814

Finance
Nedra Neumann, Chairperson
Nedra Neumann, Treasurer

Roger Barr — Gifts/Memorials

(231) 796-0956
(231) 796-0956
(231) 972-8276

Nominatng Team (2019)
Carol Zimmerman (231) 796-2152
Bob Krueger (231) 796-2012
Leah Monger (231) 287-7022

Property

Tim Vogel, chairperson (231) 796-3860

Mi n.
(231) 670-3220

Heal ing Gar den
Carol Wilson-Jungck, co-chair

Heritage team:

Carol Zimmerman (231) 796-2152

Of ce Staf
Pastor Jack Ferra (Sun., Mon.)

Mary Larkin, Administrative Asst. (Tues.-Thurs.)
Shirley Hamelund, Office Asst. (Mon, Tues, Thurs.)
Phyllis Lindsey, Parish Nurse (schedule varies)

David Scott, A/V team

Dee Neumann, Altar Guild
Carol Zimmerman, Altar Guild
Millie Gillies, Choir

Readers (Volunteer)

Ron Decker — Ushers

Bill Ballard — Ushers

Phyllis Lindsey, Worship Asst.
and Intinction Asst.

Dee Neumann, Weddings
Shirley Hamelund, Weddings

V]
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Cooperative
Ministry

(231) 796-4618
(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-2152
(231) 796-2460

(231) 796-2706
(231) 972-4413

(231) 796-6400
(231) 796-8385
(231) 796-7763

I ntentonal Faith Devel opment
Doug & Gayle Merkle, Chairpersons (313)881-3828
Social Cofieking MReEskon and Ser
Roger Barr, Chairperson (231)972-8276
Lee Wolken —Habitat/Humanity  (231)972-7756
Stewardship (Extravagant Gener
Lee Wolken, Chairperson (231) 972-7756
Bob Krueger (231) 796-2012
David Scott (231) 250-5067
Vision and Ministry Leadership
Gunder Myran, Chairperson (231) 972-7405
Lee Wolken (231) 972-7756
Or g a NNedra Neuima@ni Bnall Groups  (231) 796-0956
Kara Kizer - Welcoming Hospitality Chair (231) 519-0570
Wel coming
Phyllis Lindsey — Prayer circle (231) 796-6400
Dee Neumann-Prayer Circle (231) 796-8385
Webmaster- Mary Larkin (231) 796-8273
Women of the ELCA
Dee Neumann, co-chair (231) 796-8385
Shirley Hamelund co-chair (231) 796-7763
Worship and Music (Passionate V



726 Full er Ave.
Bi g Rapids, MI 49307

Address Change Requested
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Refectons on grattude

wGod is in control, and therefore in everything | can give thanks — not because of the situation but because of the One
who directs and rules over it.
—Kay Arthur

wlt is not happiness that makes us grateful. 1tQ gratefulness that makes us happy.
—David Steindl-Rast

wGratitude is the least of the virtues, but ingratitude is the worst of vices.
—Thomas Fuller
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Throughout the Bible, God’s
people give thanks and praise for his goodness.

Directions: Draw lines to match the scriptures (all NIV) with the correct speaker.

“l thank my God every time

| remember you.” Philippians 1:3 Hannah
“My soul glorifies the Lord and
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” David

Luke 1:46-47

“He is my God, and | will praise
him, my father’s God, and | will Mary
exalt him.” Exodus 15:2

“My heart rejoices in the LORD.”

1 Samuel 2:1 Paul
“I will praise God’s name in song

and glorify him with thanksgiving.”

Psalm 69:30 Moses
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