
THE MESSENGER 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA 

                                                       726 Fuller Avenue, Big Rapids, MI 49307 
Website: www.immanuelbr.com 

Contact us:  Immanuel@tucker-usa.com  
Phone 231/796-8273                    Fax 231/796-9599                   

                                                          Sunday Morning Worship Service 9:30 a.m.                
                  Office Hours: Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to Noon and 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm - Closed on Friday 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring concern for one another, welcoming 
outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 
 
VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming hospitality, passionate worship, inten-
tional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity. 

JUNE 2018 
 “Let Us Pray” 

Summer Bible Study on Prayer 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
We know from scripture that we are supposed to pray, but we often struggle with how to do it, how to make 
time for it, and how to know if God is really listening.  This summerõs Gather Bible Study will address these 
questions and others, helping us to experience the power of God, the power of prayer, and inviting us into a 
deeper practice of prayer.  The desired outcome of this series is to raise the spiritual awareness of our con-
gregation through empowering all to enter into a deeper relationship with God.   
 
Please save these dates each month this summer to gather for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship as we delve 
into this three-part Bible Study by The Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen (check her out at omgcenter.com). 
  
Let Us Pray – Mondays at 6:00 P.M.: 
June 4th – “The paradoxes of prayer” (1 Samuel 12: 16-23) 
July 9th – “The practice of prayer” (Psalm 19:14) 
August 6th – “The expressions of prayer” (Romans 8: 26-28) 
 
I hope that your participation will inspire you and strengthen you in your journey of faith & life. 
 
Godõs Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Peggy 
 

 

http://www.immanuelbr.com/
mailto:Immanuel@tucker-usa.com
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***************** 
 
 

Congregational Outdoor Worship/Picnic 

Hospitality Committee is planning an Outdoor Worship Service 

& Potluck at North End Park in early August so keep your 

calendar open for that. We will have music, games and 

fun fellowship. 

  



JUNE Worship Schedule  

(Readings from New Revised Standard Bible)  

June 3rd—2nd Sunday after Pentocost   
9:30 AM                                                               
                                                                                                                        

                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
Readings: 
Deuteronomy 5: 12-15 Psalm 81: 1-10 
2 Corinthians 4: 5-12 Mark 2: 23—3: 6 

June 17th – 4th Sunday after Pentecost   
9:30 AM                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings:  
Ezekiel 17: 22-24           Psalm 92: 1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, 14-17   Mark 4: 26-34 

 

June 10th – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost   
9:30 AM                                                     

                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Readings: 
Genesis 3: 8-15             Psalm 130  
2 Corinthians 4: 13—5:1    Mark 3: 20-35 
 

June 24th - 5th Sunday after Pentecost    
9:30 AM  
   
 

 

 

Readings: 
Job 38: 1-11   Psalm 107: 1-3, 23-32 
2 Corinthians 6: 1-13      Mark 4: 35-41  

 

 

YTD Jan. thru April 2018 

Ministry Fund          Building Fund 

Giving     -   $ 47,203    Giving     -                     $ 27,239 
Expenses  - $ 68,145   Mortgage Payments - $ 28,224 

 
 

 

Parish Register 

High School Graduate:    2018  

Effie Jack—Morley Stanwood High School   

Memorials: 

Terry Schuberg  5-11-2018 

Frieda Anderson  5-29-2018 

Roger Cousineau  6-01-2018 

 

 



Immanuel Activities and News 
 

 

 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜƊ ƻũ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊπ
ǎŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 
                            
1  Linda Obermier  
2   Arthur Aube 
5  Judy Misoni 
7  Sandy Kast 
13  Elizabeth Schweitzer Griswold 
  Tim Vogel 
15  Janet Mallett   
  Clayre Windquist 
16  Brittany Conley  
17  Marlies Manning 
18  Bretton Root 
20  Sally Barr 
26  Rev. Bob Garrels 
29  Jean Swarthout 
 

 
 

 

Ongoing prayers for:   Shirley Baumunk, Dick & Jackie 
Perrin, Debbie Hagedorn, Nancy McReynolds, Virginia 
Schuberg, Scott Weber, Keith White. 
            

World Concerns Prayers: 
Our President and Leaders of the Nation 
Racism 
People hurting, suffering, homeless 
People in poverty (hunger, homeless) 
Military troops in the U.S. and abroad 
Wounded Warriors 
Victims of Human Trafficking 
Victims of natural disasters here & abroad 
Victims of shootings, bombs, terrorist groups 
Victims of hurricanes, flooding and earthquakes 
North Korea 
 

 

Hospitality hour - We need sign up 

on the hospitality chart by the kitchen 

window to host a coffee and refresh-

ment time after worship. Please check 

it over too see where you could host, maybe a special 

occasion, birthday, anniversary, etc. 

 

 

Healing & Health Concerns for: 
Cliff Whitfield, Ellery Vargo, Jean Swarthout, Ron 
Schuberg, Eloise Lundberg, Beth Perdue.     
  
Comfort:   Terry Schuberg family 
                    Frieda Anderson family 
                    Roger Cousineau family                      

 
1  Todd & Dawn Aardema 
  Bill & Barb Ballard 
2   Erland & Gloria Johnson 
  Don & Irene Schuberg 
5   Bob & Beth Krueger 
6   Don & Betty Nelson 
16   Rev. Clay & Susan Bates  
21   David & Vicky Scott 
  Rick & Shelly Snavley 
25   Tim & Kristin Conley 
26   Paul & Nola Schlachter 
27   Rev. Jerry & Bonnie Switzer 
  

 



Senior Social Luncheon!  

Immanuelôs bi-monthly luncheon designed to provide fel-

lowship, food and fun! 

Date: Wednesday, June 13, 12:00 noon 

Bring your friends over age 60 and plan to mingle with oth-

ers during a delightful luncheon and program. This monthôs 

menu is: Picnic fare!  Sloppy joes, egg salad sandwiches, 

potato salad, coleslaw, and ice cream sundaes! Celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries. Our guest speaker is Mark 

Young, RPh, who will speak to us about pharmaceutical top-

ics important to seniors, including drug interactions and dos-

ing, best time of day to take meds, and over the counter med-

ications. Bring your questions! 

RSVP: No charge, RSVP required, contact Shirley at Im-

manuel, 231-796-8273 or use the sign-up sheet in the Wel-

come Center at Immanuel.  Next Senior Luncheon will be 

Wednesday, Oct. 10th. 

PARISH NURSE 
    
   JUNE 
 
 

June is here!  May we all enjoy summer!  Take a 
walk, visit a neighbor or friend, mow the lawn, plant 
flowers, or sit outdoors in a lawn chair.  Enjoy! 
 
Our Health News for June: 
 

June is National Prescription Drug Abuse Aware-
ness Month.  Pain is the leading reason for a 
person seeking medical care.  Because of the 
heroin epidemic, professionals are now care-
fully monitoring who gets what prescription 
and for what reason.  Be sure to keep your 
prescription medicines locked up to prevent 
anyone from ñaccidentallyò helping himself 
or herself to any.  Medicines that are no 
longer neeeded can be discarded in a bin at 
the sheriffôs office. 

 
June is another Blood Donor Month (sometimes 

the ones scheduled for January get cancelled 
because of inclement weather).  The Ameri-
can Red Cross needs blood donors year 
round for cancer patients, burn victims, and 
bone marrow receiving patients.  1(800) 
RED CROSS. 

 
June is Menôs Health and Prostate Cancer 

Awareness Month.  Usually prostate cancer 
grows slowly which gives a person and his 
physician time to think about treatment.  
Common side-effects include urinary leak-
age, bowel problems, and erectile dysfunc-
tion.  Blood work, a rectal examination and 
biopsies may be prescribed. 

 
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds, and 

provides emergency support to disaster vic-
tims, supplies 40% of the nationôs blood sup-
ply, teaches skills that save lives, and sup-
ports military members and their families.  
The Red Cross is not-for-profit and depends 
on volunteers and generosity of the Ameri-
can public to perform its mission. 

 
Blood Pressure Checks will be on Sunday, June 
10th, 2018, directly following church service and 
before coffee and snacks. 
 
ñWhere two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.ò é...Matthew 18:20 NIV 
 
Love In Christ 
Phyllis Lindsey, Parish Nurse 

May Council Highlights     5/08/2018 meeting: 

¶ Quote for cheaper insurance to be obtained from 

Jeff Black at Church Mutual. 

¶ MIF upcoming dates are May 17 David Sprang com-

ing to assist with evangelism plan, which is due by 

5/29/18, stewardship plan due end of July, a confer-

ence call to discuss progress and future plans some-

time in August, and loan reduction ends in October. 

¶ Bible studies άWhole Bible Whole Lifeέ expanded to 

three sessions. 

¶ Wednesday evening non-traditional services to be 

held last Wednesday of the month starting May 30 6 

pm with a potluck meal to start and short άsharing 

our faithέ service. Other Wednesday evening ser-

vices will be June 27, July 25, and August 22, 6 pm 

with potlucks to start at all.  

¶ The membership list is to be updated and defined. 

 

 Complete monthly council minutes may be found in  
  the Information folder in the Narthex. 

 <><><> 



 
      

 



Do you enjoy mowing the lawn? – 
Immanuel Lutheran will be having a 
sign-up sheet at the Congregational 
Life counter in the Narthex with areas 
of the lawn marked and you can 

choose dates that you could mow the lawn. Enjoy a nice 
summer day outside mowing! Contact Tom Manor for 
questions, (231-349-6977). 
  

 

Last Wednesday of Month Worship Services 

June 27th "Sharing Your Faith" will be a worship ser-
vice designed to provide an alternative or addition to the 
Sunday service.  The evening will begin at 6:15 with a 
light supper, (we will ask for a donation to cover the cost).  
The Services will begin at 7:00 in the Fellowship Hall or 
outdoors as weather permits throughout the summer 
months.   Darrell Corrie will provide guitar accompani-
ment and Holy Communion will be celebrated.  We will be 
asking for help with various aspects of the service, please 
prayerfully consider whether you would be willing to par-
ticipate.  Contact Carol Wilson-Jungck or Darrell Corrie 
for additional information. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
New Habitat for Humanity Home – The Mecosta 
County Habitat for Humanity (MCHFH) affiliate will be 
building a home this summer on the southeast corner of 
Woodward Avenue and Bailey Drive. The Charles and 
Geri Hurt family have donated this lot to MCHFH. Itôs just 
north of where Charles and Geri lived. It was Geri and es-
pecially Charlesô desire that this lot be given to MCHFH 
and the children made sure that it happened. As their 
daughter Judi Feutz said at the closing ñwe children are not 
donating this lot but mom and dad are donating itò.  
We have a family (mother and young son) who has been 

approved for this home and they will be assisting with the 

build. We welcome volunteers with the build and also any 

financial support. We will be setting up on our website 

www.mecostahabitat.org a means for people to donate to 

help the family with the down payment.  

                                                             ~Lee Wolken 

 
 

 

 

 

Simply Giving 

Simply Giving®- Many of us pay our monthly elec-
tric, gas, phone, home mortgage or car payments by auto-
matic withdrawals from our checking account. It saves us 
time since we donôt have to write the check, stuff an enve-
lope and put postage on it, and then remember to mail it on 
time. You can also use this automatic withdrawal approach 
to make your offerings to the church using a program called 
Simply Giving. A number of households at Immanuel al-
ready use Simply Giving and are very happy with it. 

What is Simply Giving?  Simply Giving is an automated 
giving program designed to help you conveniently and con-
sistently contribute to Immanuel Lutheran Church. Through 
Simply Giving, your routine offering is made through a pre-
authorized withdrawal from your checking or savings ac-
count. You determine the frequency and time of month for 
your automatic gift—weekly, semi-monthly or monthly—the 
option is yours. You can also specify how much should go to 
the Ministry Fund, the Building Fund, etc. Your gift is de-
posited into Immanuel Lutheran Churchôs bank account on 
the same day it is withdrawn from your account—at no cost 
to you. 

Why would I want to Use Simply Giving?  Simply Giving 
is a way to move your stewardship plan into action; it could 
even be considered ñfirst fruitsò giving. Because your gift is 
given consistently, you won't need to play "catch-up" at year
-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday 
offerings.  

What do I do when the Offering Plate is passed?  The 
simple answer is that you can just pass the plate as those 
who are already signed up for Simply Giving do or those 
who give monthly, quarterly or yearly do. We understand 
that for some of you, there is spiritual value or a strong tradi-
tion to putting your offering envelope in the offering plate, 
and thatôs good and we thank you and continue to do so. If 
you elect to use Simply Giving and want to make a special 
gift, just put it in a blank envelope and write on the outside 
or inside where it should be directed. 

How do I Sign Up for Simply Giving or Change or Can-
cel My Authorization? 

Contact Mary Larkin, our Administrative Assistant, and she 
will give you the Authorization Form. Fill it out and give or 
mail it to Mary who will keep it confidential just like your 
pledges. 

 

 

 

                

                   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.mecostahabitat.org


2018 Council Members 
Travis Kizer, President  (231) 349-4599 
Judy OΩDell, Vice Pres.  (231) 823-2845 
Nedra Neumann, Treasurer (231) 796-0956 
Vicky Scott, Secretary  (231) 250-7589 
Carol Wilson-Jungck  (231) 670-3220 
Darrell Corrie   (231) 598-0537 
Ron Decker   (231) 796-2706 
Chuck Schroeder   (231) 972-4526 
Pastor Peggy Rose  (231) 796-8273 
 
Committee Council Liaisons 
Darrell Corrie – Worship & Music Committee 
Nedra Neumann – Finance Committee, Executive, Herrick 
Endowment Fund 
Judy O’Dell – Church Life & W/ELCA Committees 
Carol Wilson-Jungck – Celebrate Immanuel (CIF), Social 
Concerns, Healing garden 
Travis Kizer – Vision committee 
Ron Decker—Property committee 
 

Office Staff 
Pastor Peggy Rose  (Tues.-Thurs.) 
Mary Larkin, Administrative Asst. (Tues.-Thurs.) 
Shirley Hamelund, Office Asst. (Mon, Tues, Thurs.)    
Phyllis Lindsey, Parish Nurse (schedule varies) 
 
 
 
 
Social Concerns 
Roger Barr, Chairperson (231)972-8276 
Lee Wolken –Habitat/Humanity  (231)972-7756 
 
Stewardship 
Lee Wolken, Chairperson (231) 972-7756 
Bob Krueger (231) 796-2012 
David Scott (231) 250-5067 
 

Committees and Organizations 
 

Audit 
Bob Schweitzer                               (231) 796-2402 
David Scott                                     (231) 250-5067 
 
Celebrate Immanuel  (CIF) 
Bob Krueger, Chairperson  (231) 796-2012  
 
Christian Education 
 
Church Life 
Carol Zimmerman, Chairperson (231) 796-2152 
Kitchen Coordinator 
Irene Schuberg, Funeral lunch (231) 796-7814 
 
Finance 
Nedra Neumann, Chairperson (231) 796-0956 
Roger Barr – Gifts/Memorials (231) 972-8276                                  
  
Nominating Team (2018) 
Carol Zimmerman (231) 796-2152 
Bob Krueger (231) 796-2012 
Leah Monger (231) 287-7022 
 
Property  
Tim Vogel, chairperson (231) 796-3860 
Healing Garden Min. 
Carol Wilson-Jungck, co-chair (231) 670-3220 
Linda Greene, co-chair (231) 679-5516 
Heritage team: 
Carol Zimmerman (231) 796-2152 

Vision 
Gunder Myran, Chairperson (231) 972-7405 
Lee Wolken (231) 972-7756 
Nedra Neumann – Small Groups (231) 796-0956 
 
Welcoming 
Phyllis Lindsey – Prayer circle (231) 796-6400 
Dee Neumann-Prayer Circle (231) 796-8385 
Webmaster- Mary Larkin (231) 796-8273 
 
Women of the ELCA 
Dee Neumann, co-chair (231) 796-8385 
Shirley Hamelund co-chair (231) 796-7763 
 
Worship and Music  
David Scott, A/V team (231) 796-4618 
Dee Neumann, Altar Guild (231) 796-8385 
Carol Zimmerman, Altar Guild (231) 796-2152 
Millie Gillies, Choir (231) 796-2460 
Readers (Volunteer) 
Ron Decker – Ushers (231) 796-2706 
Bill Ballard – Ushers (231) 972-4413 
Phyllis Lindsey, Worship Asst.  
and Intinction Asst. (231) 796-6400 
Dee Neumann, Weddings (231) 796-8385 
Shirley Hamelund, Weddings (231) 796-7763  
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Words of welcome 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, welcome to this time and space apart, where we can turn our focus from self 
to God and from fear to faith. May you sense Godôs gentle touch.  
 
* * *  
Weôre here today because God has searched for and found us, as he did Adam and Eve, hiding in the Gar-
den of Eden. Our Maker loves us and offers us lavish forgiveness. Welcome, friends.  
 
* * *  
Welcome to worship at Immanuel Lutheran, and a special greeting to those who follow in Godôs footsteps 
by sharing fatherly love. Happy Fatherôs Day!  
 
* * * 
ñIn early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes, and every sunset is different.ò  
—John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent  



 

 

 
Director of Music Position: Zion Lutheran Church, Com-
stock Park, is seeking a part-time organist/pianist for 
our Sunday morning worship service, holidays and spe-
cial services (i.e. mid-week Lent and Advent). Ability to 
direct a choir a plus. Restoration of our historic 13 rank 
Barckhoff tracker organ was completed in 2015.  Our 
beautiful Steinway M was completely rebuilt in 
2013.  Send resume to Zion Lutheran Church, 582 
Lamoreaux Dr., NW, Comstock Park, MI, 49321 or via 
email at zioncp@att.net.   For more information call 
(616) 784-7151. 

                  

 

 Wittenberg Leadership Academy  

The 2018 Wittenberg Leadership Academy will take place 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ сκнп-²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ сκнт 

Designed for high school students entering grades 11 and 12, 
the Wittenberg Leadership Academy explores leadership 
through every lens while helping to build skills to stand out in 
the college admission and scholarship process. 

Leading your peers in some capacity? Serving your church or 
community? Leading in student government? Are you a lead-
er on your athletic team? Heading up a student organization? 
Want to understand the college admission process? 

Then this is the program for you. 

Spaces are limited, so apply today!  Cost of the academy is 
$499 which includes, room, board, snacks, all instruction and 
social activities (linens included). 

If you have any questions, please contact the Witten-
berg Leadership Academy at (937)327-7807, or contact Jon 
Duraj or Cam Dobrotka via  email: 
jduraj@wittenberg.edu and dobrotkac@wittenberg.edu 

 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering  

      2018 Youth Gathering June 27—July 1, 2018 

             Website: www.elcalivingwater.com 
           ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX  
    The Gathering offers participants an opportunity to    

      experience meaningful worship, engage in small    

               groups, grow in faith, and have a blast! 

 

Community Events 

Manna Pantry of Big Rapids will be the 
beneficiary of all contributions to the 
Meijer Simply Give program at the Big 
Rapids store from May 13 through June 
17. When you contribute $10 for a Simply 
Give card at the 

checkout lane during this time 
period, Meijer will match your 
donation with another $10 to 
help the Pantry purchase food 
for hungry people in our com-
munity. Better yet, Meijer will 
provide a $20 match for all $10 
Simply Give donations made on 
June 1! The Pantry thanks Mei-
jer and everyone who partici-
pates in this program to make sure everyone has food 
on their table. 

 

First Annual Menôs Retreat 

C.J. Clark Executive Director of Living Water 

Ministries in New Era, MI,  Menôs Retreat at   

St. Paul  Lutheran  Church, 9844 SW Greenville 

Rd Greenville MI 48838 

SATURDAY, June 9, 2018   from 9:00 am to 2:00  
pm  $ 5.00 - Includes registration fee, light breakfast,  
snacks and a lunch.  Register by: Sunday, June 3rd  
Call Mark Dombkowski the Children, Youth and  
Family Ministry Director at 616-754-6676. Mail to: St. 
Paul  Lutheran Church, 9844 SW Greenville Rd.,  
Greenville  MI 48838  Or by email:    
luke15youth@gmail.com

https://maps.google.com/?q=582+Lamoreaux+Dr.,+NW,+Comstock+Park,+MI,+49321&entry=gmail&source=g
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http://www.seniorenrichmentday.com
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