
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  
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   A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

December 28th, 2025 
                                                                           
        
    

 GATHERING   
 

 
 

GREETING: 

 

Leader:  The peace of God that surpasses understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 

hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

Leader:  Let us take courage in times of uncertainty. 

 

C:  God’s light will surely shine. 

 

 

Leader:  Let us follow wherever God leads. 

 

C:  God’s guidance is surely true. 

 

 

Leader:  Let us receive the Lord anew. 

 

C:  God’s salvation has surely come. 

 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Amen 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 

restored it.  In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 

humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 
 



GATHERING HYMN: “OH, COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 61: 1-4, 8-11 

 

      The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me 

to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion – to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint spirit.   

      They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 

repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  For I the LORD love justice, I 

hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them.  Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 

offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom 

the LORD has blessed.   

      I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 

a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For 

as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

 

 

 



FIRST HYMN:  “HARK, THE GLAD SOUND” 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  MICAH 5: 2-4 

      But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.   

      And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 

name of the LORD his God.   

      And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 

 



SECOND HYMN:  “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD READING:  ISAIAH 11: 1-10 

      A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.   

      His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 

decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins.   

      The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 

lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.   

      The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 

on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be 

full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.   

      On that day the root of Jessee shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 

of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD HYMN:  “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH READING:  ISAIAH 40: 1-11 

      Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 

hand double for all her sins. 

      A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill shall 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the 

glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all the people shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the LORD has spoken.” 

      A voice says, “Cry out!” and I said, “What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, their 

constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 

the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but 

the word of our God will stand forever.  

      Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 

“Here is your God!” 

      See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him.  He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs 

in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH HYMN:  “GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH READING:  ISAIAH 9: 2-7 

      The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness – on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 

its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 

have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 

garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.   



       For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 

he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 

his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

FIFTH HYMN:  “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SIXTH READING:  LUKE 2: 8-20 

      In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them:  “Do not be afraid; for see – I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   

      This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!”   

      When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.   

      But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told to 

them. 

 

 

  



SIXTH HYMN:  “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH” 

 

 

  



SEVENTH READING:  JOHN 1: 1-14 

      In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 

was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

      There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 

      He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

      And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEVENTH HYMN:  “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 

  



PRAYER: 

 

Leader:  Let us pray. 

 

      Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of the world.   

      Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

   

      You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions.   

      Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

   

      You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross.   

      Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

   

      You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us.   

      May we see your glory, full of grace and truth.   

C:  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

Leader:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

      Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread;  

      And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING: 

 

Leader:   

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 

 



 

SENDING HYMN:  “JOY TO THE WORLD” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Leader:  Go in peace.  Serve our Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE: 

                                                            Musician: Janet Mallett 

                                                          Altar Duty:   Phyll Cousineau & Carol Zimmerman 

                                                Presiding Leader: Linda Obermier 

                                                     First Reading:      Linda Greene  

                                                 Second Reading:      Nedra Neumann 

                                             Third Reading:    Carol Wilson-Jungck 

                                                Fourth Reading:      Vicky Scott 

      Fifth Reading: Linda Greene 

                                                    Sixth Reading: Nedra Neumann 

                                                Seventh Reading: Linda Obermier 

                    Sound technician / Live Streaming: David Scott 

 
The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   

 

 

Birthdays this week  –  Wendell Weber (12/26), Jeffrey Lindsey (1/1), Jim Lindsey 91/2) & 

Richard Perrin (1/3). 

 

Anniversaries this week – Bruce & Nancy Spengler (12/29) 

 

Altar Flowers – by Bruce & Nancy Spengler, in Honor of their 69TH Wedding Anniversary! 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Dec 28:  December is Older Driver Safety Month.  As a person ages, 

one can have visual, cognitive, and movement difficulties.  The 

American Automobile Association (AAA) recommends contacting 

occupational therapy driver rehabilitation specialists for comprehensive evaluation. These 

assessments can identify areas for improvement and keep people able to drive safely. 

 

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month.  

The next session is Tues. January 20th at Noon 

 



 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.    

Social Concerns welcomes new members! 
 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

 

December:  Canned tomatoes     December:  Instant mashed potatoes 

January: Canned meat     January:      Soups- Any kind 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts and headphones 

(regular, non-noise cancelling; not ear buds). 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 28TH, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wishing Everyone  
A Safe And Blessed 

New Year ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


