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Welcome! We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship
will be a blessing to you. Welcome packets are available in the entryway.

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion.
Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they are also
gluten free), and individual cups of wine or grape juice.

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired
will allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers,
delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid,
the sound is transmitted directly to your ears.

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring
concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and
service, and extravagant generosity.


http://www.immanuelbr.com/

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLS, CANDLELIGHT & COMMUNION SERVICE
7:00 p.m. December 24, 2025

PRELUDE
BELLS
CANDLE LIGHTING DURING CALL TO WORSHIP

*(Please stand as you are able)

CALL TO WORSHIP

A: In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the
light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul
reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels
declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled
with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole
world.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” LBW 45 green, vss 1 & 2

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of
Peace.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C: Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have
not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your
message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear.
We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born
in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.

Amen.



P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you. = Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

*(Please be seated)

READING: Isaiah 9: 2-7.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” LBW 71 green, vss. 1 & 2
PSALM: Psalm 96

!'Sing to the Lord | a new song;
sing to the Lord, ! all the earth.

2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name ! of the Lord,;
proclaim God’s salvation from ! day to day.

3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.

*For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods.

> As for all the gods of the nations, they ! are but idols;



but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families ! of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord hon- ! or and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts ' of the Lord.
 Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, ! all the earth.
10Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- ! ples
with equity.”
' Let the heavens rejoice, and let the ! earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that ! is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord,
for you come to | judge the earth.
13 You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth.

*(Please stand as you are able)

P: THE HOLY GOSPEL according to the Book of Luke 2: 1-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord

P: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

CAROL “Joy to the World” LBW 39 green, vss 1 & 2

P: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"



When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Rev. Kristine Hahn “Oh Little Town”
*(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY “The First Noel” LBW 56 green hymnal, vs 1 & 2

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s creed:

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

(Please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response following each petition:

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

*(Please stand as you are able)
OFFERTORY CAROL: “What Child Is This” LBW 40 green, vss 1, 2

Visitors, we are glad you have joined together with us to worship our Lord.
We have the offering plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary just as you came in.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS

A: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice
in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.
MEAL
HOLY COMMUNION
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you.
P:  Lift up your hearts.
C:  Welift them to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying;

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying;

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith;

C: Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

C: Come, Lord Jesus.



P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*(Please be seated)

COMMUNION

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include
this evening: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.

COMMUNION CAROLS
“Away in the Manger” LBW 67 green hymnal, vss. 1 & 2
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear LBW 54 green hymnal, vss. 1 & 2

*(Please stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the

everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.
C: Amen.



The minister lights a candle from the central candle on the Advent Wreath, which
symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom John’s gospel speaks. The worship

assistant lights their candle from the minister’s candle, then light the candle of each
worshiper nearest the aisle. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright
when giving light to another.

CAROL OF LIGHT “Silent Night, Holy Night!” LBW 65 green hymnal

BLESSING

P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,  bless you with
endless grace, peace, and joy.
C: Amen.

The candles are extinguished.

DISMISSAL

P: Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!

P: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Christmas Eve Worship Service Volunteers
Organist: Janet Mallett
Usher:
Reader: Nedra Neumann
Presiding Minister: Rev. Kristine Hahn
Worship Assistant: Linda Obermier
Streaming, A/V & Sound Tech: David Scott

(The Christmas & loose Offerings from this evening’s worship will be given to the
Social Concerns Committee to distribute to charities that we support).

Church office will be closed Thursday, December 25,
And Thursday, January 1, 2026

Sunday, Dec. 28, 2025 will be the last Sunday for giving 2025.
After that date, your tithing will be posted to 2026.



Christmas Remembrances 2025

Given by... In Memory of... In honor of...
Phyl Cousineau Roger & Cathy

Phil & Maggie Keating Son, Bob Keating

Michael & Grazyna Ulrich The Ulrich Family
Carol Wilson-Jungck The Wilson Clan
Linda Greene Denny Greene

Betty Nelson Don Nelson

Dee & Cindi Neumann Our loved ones

Janet & Gordon Mallett All Our Families Our Family
Linda Obermier Mom & Dad

Carol Zimmerman Fred

Please note: Poinsettias may be taken home following the Christmas Eve Candlelight
worship service tonight.
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