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Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship Service December 14, 2025

Welcome! We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship
will be a blessing to you. Welcome packets are available in the entryway.

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion.
Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they
are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will
allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers,
delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the
sound is transmitted directly to your ears.

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring
concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and
service, and extravagant generosity.


mailto:immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com
http://www.immanuelbr.com/

With One Voice Holy Communion #5

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
SHARING TIME
PASSING THE PEACE
CANDLE LIGHTING

TRANSITION SONG: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace;
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings,
I see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

CALL TO WORSHIP

A: A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign.
We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us
this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works
of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s
advent among us.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, # one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation
1s sure.
Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C: Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security
only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on

the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free
us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our



trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the
hope you have promised.

C: Amen.

P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. *+ You are
freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

C: Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting

A: Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness
but have the light of life.”

“We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.”

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah Verse 3 WOV 630 Blue hymnal

Light three candles to watch for Messiah,
Let the light banish darkness.

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
For the King of glory.

GATHERING HYMN: “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” WOV 633
Blue Hymnal

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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(Please be seated)

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that,
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING: A reading from Isaiah 35, verses 1 through 10.

' The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

I Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. * Say to those who are of a
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here 1s your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

° Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; © then
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; ’ the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass
shall become reeds and rushes.

® A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. ” No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there. '’ And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 146:5-10 (We sing the Psalm)
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° Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;



who keeps promis- | es forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
* The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who ! are bowed down;
the LORD ! loves the righteous.
’The LORD cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
'The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 5 verses 7 through 10

' Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late
rains. © You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is

near. ’ Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '’ As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord,

C: Thanks be to God.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 11th chapter, vss. 2 through 11.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

>When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples ° and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” * Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: ° the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,



those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good
news brought to them. ® And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What, then, did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. * What,
then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. ' This is the
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way before you.” ! “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON: Rev. Kim Bos, “Keep Your Eyes Open”
*(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” LBW 25 Green Hymnal

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s creed:
APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

(Please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response following each petition:
A: God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer
*(Please stand as you are able)



LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS
A: Let us pray.
A: Merciful God,

C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: Wellift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take this and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with
all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this
morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.



LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN “All Earth Is Hopeful” WOV 629 Blue Hymnal

(Please Stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.



BLESSING

P: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN “People, Look East” WOV 626 Blue Hymnal

PRAYER
A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer.

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit: To bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in
all that we do so that we grow in: our love for you, our love for each other and our love
for those in our community.

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our
community to God’s church. Give us strength: to trust in you and to have faith and hope
in your plans for God’s church. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Keep awake.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved

INNONGETES

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Musician: Janet Mallett
Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau
Presiding Minister: Rev. Kim Bos
Worship Assistant: Lee Wolken
Cantor: Vicky Scott
Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey
Usher: Steve Neumann
Reader: Linda Greene
Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey




The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage
you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big
Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings. ~Stewardship committee

Birthdays this week — Donna Richner (12/15)

Anniversaries this week — None to report

Altar Flowers — Phil & Maggie Keating, in Honor of their Families.

Upcoming In Person Meetings:
The Forgotten God Series Sun 12/14 at 10:30 am
Office Meeting Tue 12/16 at 10:30 am
Knitting Group Tue 12/16 at Noon

Readings for Sunday, December 21st, Fourth Sunday of Advent:

Isaiah 7:10-16 Romans 1:1-7
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 Matthew 1:18-25

It’s Angel Tree time!
Please brighten a child’s (or children’s) life this Christmas, by taking one or more tags

from the Angel Tree and buying a gift for them.
Please return the gift(s) to the church by December 16th!

In 1531, in Germany, the first printed reference to Christmas trees

appeared. The Christmas tree was first decorated with lights in the 16™
century. According to legend, Martin Luther, the Protestant reformer, was so
taken with the Christmas night sky that he added lighted candles to the tree to bring “the
lights of the stars” into the home of his family.

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey —
[T+ Dec 14: December is Safe Toys and Gifts Month. 1) Choose toys
appropriate for the age of the child, 2) avoid tops that produce loud
Pansh NUrse  noises, 3) avoid toys with strings or straps 7 inches or longer.
Books and blocks and toys that fit together, push and pull and pounding toys are good for
1-3 year olds.




SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third
Tuesday of the month.
The next session is Tues. December 16th at Noon

The Forgotten God Series Schedule:

Hosted by Phil Keating

December 14" & 21%, and the last one will be on January 11,
2026.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

SOCIAL CONCERNS:

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3" Avenue Pantry and Grade School
Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.
Social Concerns welcomes new members!

Manna Pantry Project Starburst

December: Canned tomatoes December: Instant mashed potatoes
January: Canned meat January:  Soups- Any kind

Grade Schools

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks.
Sizes for children to fifth grade. Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts and headphones
(regular, non-noise cancelling; not ear buds).

The next TUBA BACH concert will be Sunday, December 21st at 4:00 PM
It will be the Christmas concert with the McLain Family Band

IMMANUEL LUTHER AN CHURCH

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH, 2025




