
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  

 

 

 

                  

  Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA                                                  
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                          Big Rapids, MI 49307 

                                 231-796-8273 
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                          Second Sunday of Advent 

                               9:30 a.m. Worship Service  December 7, 2025           
 

 

  Welcome!  We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship 

will be a blessing to you.  Welcome packets are available in the entryway. 

 

 

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. 

       Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they 

  are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will 

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers, 

delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the 

sound is transmitted directly to your ears. 
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   With One Voice  Holy Communion #5 

                        Second Sunday of Advent  

December 7, 2025 
                                                                           
           

 GATHERING   
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

SHARING TIME 

PASSING THE PEACE 

CANDLE LIGHTING       
 
TRANSITION SONG:  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place, 

     I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

     I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

     I see glory on each face; 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A:  At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 

make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 

Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially 

the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with 

the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the 

spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation 

is sure. 

Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C: Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security 

only you can provide.  We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on 

the ways of war.  We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.  Free 

us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.  Increase our 



trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the 

hope you have promised. 
 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are 

freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

Advent Candle Lighting (Worship assistant lights the second candle in Advent wreath) 

 

A:  Jesus said:  “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness 

but have the light of life.” 

 

“We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.” 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  Verse 2 WOV 630 Blue hymnal 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah, 

Let the light banish the darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  LBW 30 Green Hymnal 

                                                                                                         

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

      Spirit be with you all.   

  

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Please be seated) 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray, 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen 

        WORD 

 

FIRST READING: A reading from Isaiah 11, verses 1 through 10. 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.3 His delight shall be in the 

fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear,4 but 

with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the 

earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked.5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt 

around his loins.6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the 

calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them.7 The cow and the bear shall 

graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.8 The nursing 

child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 

den.9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 

a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM   72:1-7, 18-19 (We sing the Psalm) 

 

 

 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  



 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 

  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 

 19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  

Second Reading: Romans 15 verses 4 through 13 
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 

of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the 

gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his 

people”;11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;12 and 

again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him 

the gentiles shall hope.”13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 3rd chapter, vss. 1 through 12. 

 

 
P: Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 

region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 

for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every 

tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.11 “I baptize you with 

water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 

granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  
 

(Please be seated) 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

SERMON:   “Preparing the Way”   by Rev. Kristine Hahn  
 

*(Please stand as you are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”  LBW 36 Green Hymnal 

 

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s creed: 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 



died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
          
(Please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response following each petition: 

 

A:  God of grace, 

C:  Hear our prayer 

 

*(Please stand as you are able)  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

 

 P:  Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched 

places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. 

 

C: Amen.  

MEAL 

A:  Let us pray. 

A:  Merciful God, 

 

C:  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  You comforted your people 



with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 

when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take this and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with 

all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 



(Please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION   
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this 

morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 

LAMB OF GOD        

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    “All Earth Is Hopeful” WOV 629 Blue Hymnal  

                                                                                                                                    
(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                                  

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A:  God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 

welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 

waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Prepare the Royal Highway”  LBW 26 Green Hymnal 

 

PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer. 

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring 

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit:  To bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in 

all that we do so that we grow in:  our love for you, our love for each other and our love 

for those in our community.  

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our 

community to God’s church. Give us strength:  to trust in you and to have faith and hope 

in your plans for God’s church.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:   Go in peace. Keep awake. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 

 

  

 

Today is the 84th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor. 

Please take a moment to reflect on the devastation and all the families who were affected. 



SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

                                                     Musician: Janet Mallett    

                    Altar Duty:  Dee & Cindi Neumann 

                                     Presiding Minister:  Rev. Kristine Hahn 

                                       Worship Assistant:  Nedra Neumann 

               Cantor:  Vicky Scott         

    Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey 

                                                         Usher:  Cindi Neumann   

            Reader:   Linda Greene   

             Sound technicians/Live Streaming:  David Scott/Troy Lindsey 
  

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   
 

Birthdays this week  –  None to report 

 

Anniversaries this week – None to report 

 

Altar Flowers – by Judy O’Dell, for the Honor and Glory of God 

 

Upcoming In Person Meetings:   

  The Forgotten God Series Sun 12/7 at 10:30 am 

Office Meeting   Tue 12/9 at 10:30 am 

Council Meeting   Tue 12/9 at 12:30 am 

Worship & Music   Tue 12/9 at   3:00 pm 

 

Readings for Sunday, December 14th, Third Sunday of Advent: 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10     Luke 1:46b-55   

                          Psalm 146:5-10            James 5:7-10 

 

It’s Angel Tree time! 

Please brighten a child’s (or children’s) life this Christmas, by taking one or more tags 

from the Angel Tree and buying a gift for them. 

Remember, this may be the only gift that child receives this year! 

 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Dec 5: December is Good Hand Washing Awareness Month. This is the 

time of the year when we are seeing friends and family, doing a lot of 

cooking and entertaining, and this is just another reminder to wash hands 

frequently with soap and water or 60% alcohol hand sanitizer so we can all stay healthy 

and have a MERRY CHRISTMAS! 



SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month.  

The next session is Tues. December 16th at Noon 

 

 

The Forgotten God Series Schedule: 

Hosted by Phil Keating 

December 7th, 14th & 21st, and the last one will be on January 11th, 

2026. 

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.    

Social Concerns welcomes new members! 
 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

 

December:  Canned tomatoes     December:  Instant mashed potatoes 

January: Canned meat     January:      Soups- Any kind 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts and headphones 

(regular, non-noise cancelling; not ear buds). 

 

The next TUBA BACH concert will be December 21st at 4:00 PM 

It will be the Christmas concert with the McLain Family Band 

 

 

 
Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

Sunday, December 7th, 2025 


