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First Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship Service November 30, 2025

Welcome! We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship
will be a blessing to you. Welcome packets are available in the entryway.

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion.
Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they
are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will
allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers,
delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the
sound is transmitted directly to your ears.

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring
concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and
service, and extravagant generosity.


mailto:immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com
http://www.immanuelbr.com/

With One Voice Holy Communion #5

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025
GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
SHARING TIME
PASSING THE PEACE
CANDLE LIGHTING

TRANSITION SONG: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace;
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings,
I see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

CALL TO WORSHIP

A: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, # one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation
1s sure.
Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C: Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security
only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on

the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free
us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our



trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the
hope you have promised.

C: Amen.

P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. *+ You are
freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

C: Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting (Worship assistant lights the first candle in Advent wreath)

A: Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness
but have the light of life.”

“We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.”

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah Verse 1 WOV 630 Blue hymnal

Light one candle to watch for Messiah
Let the light banish the darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Isreal,

God fulfills the promise.

GATHERING HYMN: “My Lord, What a Morning” WOV 627 Blue Hymnal
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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(Please be seated)

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2, verses 1 through 5.

' The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.” In days to come

the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall
be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.” Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more.” O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 122 (We sing the Psalm)
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'T was glad when they ! said to me,
“Let us go to the house ! of the LORD.”
*Now our ! feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
? Jerusalem is built ! as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the LORD.
> For there are the ! thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.



®Pray for the peace ! of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- ' per who love you.
"Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
® For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
’ Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to ! do you good.”

Second Reading: Romans 13 verses 11 through 14

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ' the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; " let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 24th chapter, vss. 36 through 44.
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P: Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

[Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. ** For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *’ and they knew nothing



until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of

Man. *’ Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. *' Two women will
be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. * Keep awake, therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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(Please be seated)

SERMON: Rev. John Brown
*(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LBW 31 Green Hymnal

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s creed:
APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

(Please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response following each petition:

A: God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer

*(Please stand as you are able)



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS

P: Nourishing God,
You are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our
parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

C: Amen.

MEAL
A: Let us pray.
A: Merciful God,

C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take this and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with
all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this
morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.
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COMMUNION HYMN  “I Am the Bread of Life” WOV 702 Blue Hymnal

(Please Stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: God our host,

At this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN “Hark, the Glad Sound!” LBW 35 Green Hymnal
PRAYER
A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer.

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit: To bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in
all that we do so that we grow in: our love for you, our love for each other and our love
for those in our community.

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our
community to God’s church. Give us strength: to trust in you and to have faith and hope
in your plans for God’s church. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Keep awake.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved

INNONGEES

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Musician: Janet Mallett
Altar Duty: Dee & Cindi Neumann
Presiding Minister: Rev. John Brown
Worship Assistant: Jim Lindsey

Cantor: Vicky Scott

Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey
Usher: Phyl Cousineau

Reader: Steve Neumann

Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage
you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big
Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings. ~Stewardship committee

Birthdays this week — Sandra Brogan (12/3)

Anniversaries this week — None to report




Altar Flowers — are given to the Glory of God by Bruce & Nancy Spengler

Upcoming In Person Meetings:

Office Meeting Tue 12/2 at 10:30 am
Church Decorating Day Fri 12/5 at 10:30 am
WELCA Christmas Party Sat 12/6 at 11:30 am

Readings for Sunday, December 7%, Second Sunday of Advent:

Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-13
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Matthew 3:1-12
. HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey —
l+ Nov 30. November is Palliative Care Month. Palliative Care is health

care for people who have a chronic, serious illness—the goal is to ease
Pansh NUrse  pain, relieve suffering, and give support and educate patients and their
loved ones. It provides emotional, spiritual and physical care for the patient. It
includes end-of-life decisions and involves a team of doctors, nurses, social workers,
ministers, family, and hospice as needed.

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third
Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. December 16th at

Noon

The WELCA Women’s Christmas party will be held on Saturday, December 6"
at 10:00 AM. There will be a potluck, games and a $10.00 Christmas gift
exchange. Please bring a donation for the 3" Avenue Methodist Church lunch
program. Here’s hoping it’s just as fun as last year!

| The Forgotten God Series Schedule:
Hosted by Phil Keating
December 7™, 14™ & 21%, and the last one will be on January 11, 2026.

Mecosta County Community Giving Day is Tuesday, December 2", 2025 from
CINIVCR  11:00am — 6:00pm at the Big Rapids Eagles
Please come out and participate!

TUESDAY




COMMUNITY EVENTS

SOCIAL CONCERNS:

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3" Avenue Pantry and Grade School
Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.
Social Concerns welcomes new members!

Manna Pantry Project Starburst

November: Cranberry sauce & boxed dressing November: Gravy

December: Canned tomatoes December: Instant mashed potatoes
Grade Schools

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks.
Sizes for children to fifth grade. Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts and headphones
(regular, non-noise cancelling; not ear buds).

The next TUBA BACH concert will be December 21st at 4:00 PM
It will be the Christmas concert with the McLain Family Band

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH, 2025




