
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  

 

 

 

                  

  Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA                                                  
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                          Big Rapids, MI 49307 

                                 231-796-8273 
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                                                             Instagram: ILCbigrapids 
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                          Christ the King Sunday   

                               9:30 a.m. Worship Service  November 23, 2025           
 

 

  Welcome!  We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship 

will be a blessing to you.  Welcome packets are available in the entryway. 

 

 

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. 

       Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they 

  are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will 

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers, 

delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the 

sound is transmitted directly to your ears. 
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   With One Voice  Holy Communion #5 

                        Christ the King Sunday   

November 23, 2025 
                                                                           
           

 GATHERING   
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

SHARING TIME 

PASSING THE PEACE 

CANDLE LIGHTING       
 
TRANSITION SONG:  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place, 

     I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

     I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

     I see glory on each face; 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A:  Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic 

fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly 

contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the 

world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C: Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. 

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your 

faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 

abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, 

restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. 
 

C:  Amen. 



 

P:  Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 

forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 
 

GATHERING HYMN:    “Jesus Shall Reign”  LBW 530 Green Hymnal  

                                                                                                         

 

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

      Spirit be with you all.   

  

C: And also with you. 
 
 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 



 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray, 

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 

you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and 

make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

        WORD 

 

FIRST READING: A reading from Jeremiah 23, verses 1-6 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 

shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I 

myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I 

will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up 

shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor 

shall any be missing, says the LORD. 5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will 

live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM   46 (We sing the Psalm) 

 

 

   1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

 3 though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 



 6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  

 7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

 11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  

SECOND READING: A reading from Colossians 1, verses 11 through 20. 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you 

may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 

through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 23rd chapter, vss.33 through 43. 

 

 
P: Gospel:  Luke 23:33-43 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 

people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming 

up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”39 One of the 

criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 

are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, 

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  
 

(Please be seated) 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

SERMON:  Rev. Kristine Hahn;  “Giving Thanks” (based on Colossians 1:11-20) 
 

*(Please stand as you are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Beautiful Savior”  LBW 518  Green Hymnal 

 

P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s creed: 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
          
(Please be seated) 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response following each petition: 

 

A:  Hear us, O God, 

C:  Your mercy is great 

 

*(Please stand as you are able)  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

 

 P:  God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 

things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of 

your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  

MEAL 

A:  Let us pray. 

A:  Merciful God, 

 

C:  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 

offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take this and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with 

all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 



(Please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION   
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this 

morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 

LAMB OF GOD        

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Jesus, Remember Me”  (Repeat 3 times) WOV 740  

                                                                                                                    Blue Hymnal 

                                                                                                                                    
(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     

 

                                                                             



 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray, 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 

that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to 

gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 

Christ’s name. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 

Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and 

courageous heart now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  vss. 1-4  LBW 170  Green Hymnal 

 

PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer. 

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring 

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit:  To bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in 

all that we do so that we grow in:  our love for you, our love for each other and our love 

for those in our community.  

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our 

community to God’s church. Give us strength:  to trust in you and to have faith and hope 

in your plans for God’s church.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:   Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 



 

 

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

                                                     Musician: Janet Mallett    

                    Altar Duty:  Dee & Cindi Neumann 

                                     Presiding Minister:  Rev. Kristine Hahn  

                                       Worship Assistant:  Linda Obermier 

               Cantor:  Vicky Scott         

    Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey 

                                                         Usher:  Steve Neumann  

            Reader:   Nedra Neumann  

             Sound technicians/Live Streaming:  David Scott/Troy Lindsey 
  

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   
 

Birthdays this week  –  Carol Wilson-Jungck (11/28) & Craig Windquist (11/29) 

 

Anniversaries this week – None to report 

 

Altar Flowers – by Linda Obermier, in memory of my Dad. 

 

Upcoming In Person Meetings:   

     Potluck    Sun 11/23 at 10:45 am 

Office Meeting   Tue 11/25 at 10:30 am 

Hymn Planning   Tues 11/25 at 3:00 pm 

 

Readings for Sunday, November 30th, First Sunday of Advent: 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5     Romans 13:11-14 

                     Psalm 122      Matthew 24:36-44 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Nov 23.  Gift of Life Michigan reports that there are about 3,000 people 

in Michigan awaiting a transplant.  There is no age limit or disease that 

can prevent one donating his/her organs or tissues. 

 

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. December 16th at 

Noon 

 PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE A POTLUCK AFTER 

SERVICES TODAY.   HOPE TO SEE EVERYBODY THERE! 

 

Christmas Church Decorating Day is Friday, December 5th.  Please come out and participate! 



 

The WELCA Women’s Christmas party will be held on Saturday, December 

6th.  There will be a potluck, games and a $10.00 Christmas gift exchange.  

Please bring a donation for the 3rd Avenue Methodist Church lunch program. 

Here’s hoping it’s just as fun as last year! 

 

The Forgotten God Series Schedule: 

Hosted by Phil Keating 

December 7th, 14th & 21st, and the last one will be on January 11th, 2026. 

 

 

A Thank You note for our donation to The Curry House is posted on the bulletin board 

  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.    

Social Concerns welcomes new members! 
 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

 

November:  Cranberry sauce & boxed dressing  November:  Gravy 

December:  Canned tomatoes     December:  Instant mashed potatoes 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts and headphones 

(regular, non-noise cancelling; not ear buds). 

 

The next TUBA BACH concert will be December 21st at 4:00 PM 

It will be the Christmas concert with the McLain Family Band 

 

 

 
Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving as you gather with friends 

and loved ones! 

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!  

Give thanks to Him, bless His name!” 

Psalm 100:4 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Council 

 

Sunday, November 23rd, 2025 


