
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  

 

 

 

                  

  Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA                                                  

                              726 Fuller Avenue 

                          Big Rapids, MI 49307 

                                 231-796-8273 

                                            immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com 

   

                                                                                                            www.immanuelbr.com 

                                                             Instagram: ILCbigrapids 

                                                      Facebook: @immanuelbr             

                             Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost   

                               9:30 a.m. Worship  Service  October 5, 2025           
 

 

  Welcome!  We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship 

will be a blessing to you.  Welcome packets are available in the entryway. 

 

 

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. 

       Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they 

  are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will 

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers, 

delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the 

sound is transmitted directly to your ears. 
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   Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting 1 

                                               Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost   
                                                                           
           

 GATHERING   
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

SHARING TIME 

PASSING THE PEACE 

CANDLE LIGHTING       
 
TRANSITION SONG:  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place, 

     I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

     I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

     I see glory on each face; 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A: A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith 

has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are 

the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in 

this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

 

P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C: Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 

and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save 

sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C:  Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN:    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” WOV 771 Blue Hymnal 

 

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

      Spirit be with you all.   

  

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated) 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE    

  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors 

and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

        WORD 

 

FIRST READING:  Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
 
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” 

and you will not save?3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction 

and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.4 So the law becomes slack, and justice 

never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 
2:1I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what 

he will say to me and what he will answer concerning my complaint.2 Then the LORD answered 

me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.3 For there is 

still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, 

wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in 

them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 37:1-9     (We sing the Psalm) 

 

 

1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

 2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

  and like the green grass | fade away. 

 3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; 

  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 4 Take delight | in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  

 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 

  and see what | God will do. 

 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 



 7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 

 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 

 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land.  

SECOND READING:  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your 

tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a 

faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives 

in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 

laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline.8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our 

Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of 

God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according 

to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 

began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I 

was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 

am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 

to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 

teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the 

good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able)  

          

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

    
 

 

 

 



 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 17th chapter, vss. 5 through 10. 

 

 
 

P: Gospel:  Luke 17:5-10 

 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 

size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ 

and it would obey you. 7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 

plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 

table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve 

me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what 

was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 

are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

(Please be seated) 

 

 

SERMON:   Lay Minister Lee Wolken, Video:  “ How Big is Your Faith?” 

                                                                                 Rev. Jim Somerville 
 

*(Please stand as you are able) 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LBW 294 Green Hymnal 

 

NICENE CREED  

P:  With the whole church let us confess our faith: 

C:    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

       of all that is, seen and unseen. 

         We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten   

       of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,    

       not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 



         For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the  

       Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was     

        buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he  

       ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again  

       in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

               We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

       the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

       who has spoken through the prophets. 

                      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one  

       baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the  

       life of the world to come.   Amen. 

  
(Please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response following each petition: 

 

A:  God of grace, 

C:  Receive our prayer 
 

*(Please stand as you are able)  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

 P:  Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set 

our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what 

we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

     

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only  

     Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  We give thanks  

     to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy  

     Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in  

     his holy supper. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  

     and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for  

     the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all   

     to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION   
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this 

morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LBW 479 Green Hymnal 
 

 

(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

  

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     

 
                                                                                        

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

A:  Let us pray - O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be 

your servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 



 

BLESSING 

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Faith of Our Fathers” LBW 500 Green Hymnal 

 

PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer. 

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring 

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit:  to bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in 

all that we do so that we grow in:  our love for you, our love for each other and our love 

for those in our community.  

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our 

community to God’s church. Give us strength:  to trust in you and to have faith and hope 

in your plans for God’s church.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Musician: Janet Mallett    

Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau 

Presiding Minister:  Lay Minister Lee Wolken 

                   Worship Assistant:  Jim Lindsey 

              Cantor:  Vicky Scott         

  Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey 

                                                           Usher:   

            Reader:  Linda Obermier 

Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey 



 

 
  

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   
 

Birthdays this week  –  None to report 

 

Anniversaries this week – None to report 

 

Altar Flowers – by Phyll Cousineau:  “In memory of Roger and my Anniversary (10/7)”. 

 

 

Upcoming In Person Meetings:   

     Ministry Leadership Team         Sun 10/5 at 10:45 am 

Office Meeting   Tue 10/7 at 10:30 am 

               Worship & Music                      Tue 10/7 at   2:00 pm 

 

 Readings for Sunday, October 12th, 2025  Lectionary 28: 

 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c    2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Psalm 111      Luke 17:11-19 

 

 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Oct 5: October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Breast cancer is the 

second most common cancer among women; one in eight will get it.  Most can survive if 

the cancer is found early enough and treated.  Spread the word about mammograms and 

early detection to make a difference about quality and length of life. 

 

 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. October 21st at 

Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.   Social Concerns 

welcomes new members! 
 

 

 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

 

October: Canned carrots     October: Sweet Potatoes 

November: Cranberry sauce & boxed dressing  November:  Gravy 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts. 

 

JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE “THE FORGOTTEN GOD” 

Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s church admires the gift of the Holy Spirit, but have we neglected to open it? Chan tears 

away the wrapping paper and the ribbons to uncover the source of the believing community’s 

true power for witness and service. He issues a compelling invitation to understand, embrace, 

and follow the Spirit of the living God. 

Phil Keating will lead us as we read and discuss during Fellowship Hour. Sign up on the 

communication counter Dates: October 12, 26; November 9, 23; December 7, 14.  

Please plan to read the forward and the first chapter prior to October 12th. 

We will meet in the conference room. Bring your coffee and goodies at 10:45 a.m. 

 



 
 

   IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
October 5th, 2025 


