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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Worship Service September 21, 2025

Welcome! We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship
will be a blessing to you. Welcome packets are available in the entryway.

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion.
Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they
are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.

EAssisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers,
delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the
sound is transmitted directly to your ears.

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring
concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and
service, and extravagant generosity.


mailto:immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com
http://www.immanuelbr.com/

Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting 1
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING

PRELUDE

BELLS

SHARING TIME

PHIL KEATING

TEMPLE TALK W/ LEE WOLKEN
PASSING THE PEACE

CANDLE LIGHTING

TRANSITION SONG: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace;
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings,
I see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

CALL TO WORSHIP

A: As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all
that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C: Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.

C: Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!



C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: “We Give Thee but Thine Own” LBW 410 Green Hymnal

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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(Please be seated)



HYMN OF PRAISE

[C] This is the feast of vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le - In - ia,
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slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

* Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,” saying,
“When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath, so that we may
offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier and practice deceit
with false balances,’ buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling
the sweepings of the wheat.”’ The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never
forget any of their deeds.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113  (We sing the Psalm)
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' Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD;
praise the name ! of the LORD.
? Let the name of the | LORD be blessed,
from this time forth for- ! evermore.
* From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | LORD be praised.
*The LORD is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.
>Who is like the | LORD our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
%but stoops ! to behold
the heavens | and the earth?
"The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor ! from the ashes,
¥ enthroning them ! with the rulers,
with the rulers ! of the people.
’ The LORD makes the woman of a ! childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. ' Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

!First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, * for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. ° This is right and acceptable before God our
Savior, * who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. ° For
there 1s one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself
human,® who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time.” For this I was
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the
gentiles in faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord,

C: Thanks be to God.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter, vss. 1 through 13.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.

P: Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. > So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management because
you cannot be my manager any longer.” * Then the manager said to himself, “What will T do,
now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and |
am ashamed to beg. * T have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.” ° So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive
oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” " Then he asked
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to
him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” ® And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with



their own generation than are the children of light. * And I tell you, make friends for yourselves
by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal
homes. '’ “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest
in a very little is dishonest also in much. '' If, then, you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? '> And if you have not been faithful
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? "* No slave can serve two
masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)

SERMON: Lay Minister Linda Obermier
Video: ‘Dirty Money’ by Rev. Antonio Vargas, Jr

*(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Now We Offer” WOV 761 Blue Hymnal

NICENE CREED

P: With the whole church let us confess our faith:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.



(Please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response following each petition:

A: God of grace,
C: Receive our prayer

*(Please stand as you are able)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set
our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what
we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only
Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life. We give thanks
to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in
his holy supper.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.
(Please be seated)

COMMUNION

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this
morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.
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COMMUNION HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” WOV 776 Blue Hymnal

(Please Stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Let us pray,

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name

C: Amen.

BLESSING
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free, * bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” LBW 383 Green Hymnal

PRAYER
A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer.

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit: to bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in
all that we do so that we grow in: our love for you, our love for each other and our love
for those in our community.



Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our
community to God’s church. Give us strength: to trust in you and to have faith and hope
in your plans for God’s church. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Musician: Janet Mallett
Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau
Presiding Minister: Lay Minister Linda Obermier
Worship Assistant: Jim Lindsey
Cantor: Vicky Scott
Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey
Usher:

Reader: Steve Neumann

Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage
you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big
Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings. ~Stewardship committee

Birthdays this week — Bette Jo Brown (9/21)

Anniversaries this week — Jim & Phyllis Lindsey (9/26)

Altar Flowers — by Linda Greene, for the Honor and Glory of God.




Upcoming In Person Meetings:

Adult Education Sun 9/21 at 10:45 am
Tuba Bach Sun 9/21 at 4:00 pm
Office Staff Meeting Tues 9/23 at 10:30 am
Hymn Planning Meeting Tues 9/23 at 3:00 pm

80™ Anniversary Luncheon Sat 9/27 at 11:30-3:00 pm
Tuba Bach Sat 9/27 at 4:00 pm

Sunday, September 28th, 2025 Will Be Our Special 80" Anniversary Service

-

- HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey —
l+ Sep 21: National Senior Health Month—it includes eating a balanced diet
(this includes protein, whole grains, dairy products, and lots of fruits and
Pansh NUrse  vegetables daily). Eating well may reduce the risk of heart disease, stroke,
type 2 diabetes, keep muscles strong, keep bones and other parts of your body healthy
throughout one’s lifetime.

K"g}fj"ﬁ SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third
;s M{y Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. October 21st at
- Noon

September 2157 is International Day of Peace

PLEASE HELP!
Volunteers are needed to help with the 80" Anniversary Luncheon! Please
help with set up, clean up, serving, etc. on Saturday the 27th.
A sign up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall
Hope to see you all at this glorious celebration on September 27t & 28th!




COMMUNITY EVENTS

SOCIAL CONCERNS:

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3" Avenue Pantry and Grade School
Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly. Social Concerns
welcomes new members!

Manna Pantry Project Starburst

September: Canned corn September: Mushroom Soup
October: Canned carrots October: Sweet Potatoes
Grade Schools

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks.
Sizes for children to fifth grade. Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts.

JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE “THE FORGOTTEN GOD”
Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s church admires the gift of the Holy Spirit, but have we neglected to open it? Chan tears
away the wrapping paper and the ribbons to uncover the source of the believing community’s
true power for witness and service. He issues a compelling invitation to understand, embrace,
and follow the Spirit of the living God.

Phil Keating will lead us as we read and discuss during Fellowship Hour. Sign up on the
communication counter Dates: October 12, 19; November 9, 23; December 7, 14. Plan to
purchase your copy by September 7th and read the first chapter prior to October 12th.

We will meet in the conference room. Bring your coffee and goodies at 10:45 a.m.
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