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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Worship Service September 14, 2025

Welcome! We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship
will be a blessing to you. Welcome packets are available in the entryway.

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion.
Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they
are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.

EAssisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers,
delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the
sound is transmitted directly to your ears.

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring
concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors.

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and
service, and extravagant generosity.


mailto:immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com
http://www.immanuelbr.com/

Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting 1
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING

PRELUDE

BELLS

SHARING TIME
PASSING THE PEACE
CANDLE LIGHTING

TRANSITION SONG: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace;
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings,
I see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place.

*(Please Stand as you are able)

CALL TO WORSHIP

A: The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C: Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.

C: Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save

sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LBW 499 Green
Hymnal

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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(Please be seated)



HYMN OF PRAISE

[C] This is the feast of vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le - In - ia,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14

"The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; ® they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” ”  The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. '* Now
let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I
will make a great nation.”'! But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand? '> Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. ° Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your
own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it

forever.” ” '* And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his
people.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-10  (We sing the Psalm)
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'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ! steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
> Wash me through and through ! from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- ! er before me.
* Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
>Indeed, I was born ! steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,



and would have me know wisdom ! deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and 1! shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur-! er than snow.
% Let me hear ! joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
?Hide your face ! from my sins,
and blot out ! all my wickedness.
10 Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- ! it within me.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

12T am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me
faithful and appointed me to his service, '’ even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, '* and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. '° The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. '° But for that very reason I received mercy,
so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. !’ To the King of the ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God.

*(Please Stand as you are able)
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th chapter, vss. 1 through 10.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.

P: Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

' Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] > And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
with them.” So he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is
lost until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ° And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found my lost sheep.” " Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

¥ “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had

lost.” '% Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON: Rev. Kristine Hahn “A Church for Sinners and Losers”

*(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” LBW 448 Green
Hymnal

NICENE CREED
P: With the whole church let us confess our faith:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,



not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response following each petition:

A: God of grace,
C: Receive our prayer

*(Please stand as you are able)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set
our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what
we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: [Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending



hymn:
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CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

P:

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only
Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life. We give thanks
to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in
his holy supper.

: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P

: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.



(Please be seated)

COMMUNION
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this
morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN “Just as I am, without One Plea” LBW 296 Green Hymnal

(Please Stand as you are able)

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Let us pray,

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name

C: Amen.

BLESSING
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free, I bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” WOV 734 Blue Hymnal

PRAYER
A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer.

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit: to bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in
all that we do so that we grow in: our love for you, our love for each other and our love
for those in our community.

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our
community to God’s church. Give us strength: to trust in you and to have faith and hope
in your plans for God’s church. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved



ONOUNGEIERTSS

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Musician: Janet Mallett
Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau
Presiding Minister: Rev. Kristine Hahn
Worship Assistant: Linda Obermier
Cantor: Vicky Scott
Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey
Usher: Steve Neumann
Reader: Linda Obermier
Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage
you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big
Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings. ~Stewardship committee

Birthdays this week — Donald Schuberg (9/14)

Anniversaries this week — None to Report

Altar Flowers — by Carol Wilson, in Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wilson

Upcoming In Person Meetings: Office Staff Meeting Tues 9/16 at 10:30 am
Knitting Group Tues 9/16 at Noon

Readings for Sunday, September 21st, 2025 Lectionary 25:

Amos 8:4-7 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Psalms 113 Luke 16:1-13

rl Sep 14: National Suicide Prevention Month. There are resources available
to those in all walks of life who are depressed and unable to cope with
Pansh Nurse  problems. These resources work to decrease stigma towards mental illness
and aim to create safe places for persons to share their feelings and seek help. Veterans Crisis
line (toll-free): 1(800) 273-8255 and press 1 to receive confidential support. National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline: 1(800) 273-TALK (82550

- l HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey —



W K"éﬁ‘;"”ﬁ SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third
ol M# Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. September 16th at

Noon
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PLEASE HELP!
Volunteers are needed to help with the 80" Anniversary Luncheon! Please

help with set up, clean up, serving, etc. on Saturday the 27th.
Hope to see you all at this glorious celebration on September 27" & 28th!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

SOCIAL CONCERNS:

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3" Avenue Pantry and Grade School
Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly. Social Concerns
welcomes new members!

Manna Pantry Project Starburst

August: Canned green beans August: Peas

September: Canned corn September: Mushroom Soup
Grade Schools

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks.
Sizes for children to fifth grade. Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts.




JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE “THE FORGOTTEN GOD”
Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s church admires the gift of the Holy Spirit, but have we neglected to open it? Chan tears
away the wrapping paper and the ribbons to uncover the source of the believing community’s
true power for witness and service. He issues a compelling invitation to understand, embrace,
and follow the Spirit of the living God.

Phil Keating will lead us as we read and discuss during Fellowship Hour. Sign up on the
communication counter Dates: October 12, 26; November 9, 23; December 7, 14. Plan to
purchase your copy by September 7th and read the first chapter prior to October 12th.

We will meet in the conference room. Bring your coffee and goodies at 10:45 a.m.
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