
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  

 

 

 

                  

  Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA                                                  

                              726 Fuller Avenue 

                          Big Rapids, MI 49307 

                                 231-796-8273 

                                            immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com 

   

                                                                                                            www.immanuelbr.com 

                                                             Instagram: ILCbigrapids 

                                                      Facebook: @immanuelbr             

                             Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost   

                               9:30 a.m. Worship Service  August 31, 2025           
 

 

  Welcome!  We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship 

will be a blessing to you.  Welcome packets are available in the entryway. 

 

 

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. 

       Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they 

  are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will 

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers, 

delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the 

sound is transmitted directly to your ears. 
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   Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting 1 

                                               Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost   
                                                                           
           

 GATHERING   
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

SHARING TIME 

PASSING THE PEACE 

CANDLE LIGHTING       
 
TRANSITION SONG:  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place, 

     I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

     I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

     I see glory on each face; 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A: Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we 

have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and 

mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

P:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C:  Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our 

own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant 

life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 

weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, 

break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with 

Christ, you are a new creation. 

C:  Amen. 



 

GATHERING HYMN:    “Here in This Place”  WOV 718 Blue Hymnal 

 

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

      Spirit be with you all.   

  

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated) 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE    

  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the 

humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

        WORD 

 

FIRST READING:  Proverbs 25:6-7a 
 

 6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, 7a for it 

is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 112      (We sing the Psalm) 

 

 

 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed.  

 3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 

 5 It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

 6 For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.  

 7 They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 

  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.  

 

 



SECOND READING:  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as 

though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 

were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 

undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from 

the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never 

leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not 

be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of 

God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do 

good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able)  

          

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

    
 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Galatians the 5th chapter, vss. 22  through 25. 

 

 
 

P: Gospel:  Galatians 5:22-25 
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those 

who belong to Christ[a] have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 

Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22-25&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29170a


  
 

(Please be seated) 

 

 

SERMON:   Lay Leader Gunder Myran 

 
 

*(Please stand as you are able) 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Listen, God Is Calling”  WOV 712  Blue Hymnal 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

P:  With the whole church let us confess our faith: 

C:    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

       of all that is, seen and unseen. 

         We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten   

       of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,    

       not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

         For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the  

       Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was     

        buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he  

       ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again  

       in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

               We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

       the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

       who has spoken through the prophets. 

                      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one  

       baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the  

       life of the world to come.   Amen. 

  
(Please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response following each petition: 

 

A:  Hear us, O God 

C:  Your mercy is great 
 

*(Please stand as you are able)  



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

 P:  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 

good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen.  

     

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 



 

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only  

     Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  We give thanks  

     to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy  

     Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in  

     his holy supper. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  

     and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for  

     the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all   

     to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION   
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this 

morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 

LAMB OF GOD        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN    “I Am the Bread of Life”  WOV 702  Blue Hymnal 
 

 

(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

  

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     

 
                                                                                        

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray, 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 

by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN    “O Christ the Same”  WOV 778  Blue Hymnal 

 

 



PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer. 

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring 

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit:  to bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in 

all that we do so that we grow in:  our love for you, our love for each other and our love 

for those in our community.  

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our 

community to God’s church. Give us strength:  to trust in you and to have faith and hope 

in your plans for God’s church.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Musician: Janet Mallett    

Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau 

Presiding Minister:  Lay Pastor Gunder Myran 

                   Worship Assistant:  Jim Lindsey 

              Cantor:  Vicky Scott         

  Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey 

                                                           Usher:   

            Reader:  Linda Obermier 

Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey 

 

 
  

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   
 



Birthdays this week  –  Todd Aardema (9/4), Thomas Pennington (9/4), Neil Perdue (9/4) & 

Steven Neumann (9/6) 

 

Anniversaries this week – Craig & Toni Windquist (9/1) 

 

Altar Flowers – For the Honor and Glory of God 

 

Upcoming In Person Meetings:   Office Staff Meeting                 Tues 9/2 at 10:30 am 

         Worship & Music Tues 9/2 at 2:00 pm 

                  

 

 Readings for Sunday, September 7th, 2025   Lectionary 23: 

 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20      Philemon 1-21 

Psalms 1        Luke 14:25-33 

 

 

 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Aug 31:  When giving or taking medication, remember the 5 “RIGHTS”—

1) The RIGHT person, 2) The RIGHT medicine, 3) The RIGHT dose, 4) 

The RIGHT time, and 5) The RIGHT route. Keep safe and take only the 

medications that have been prescribed for you. 

 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. September 16th at 

Noon 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 
Invitations to the 80th Anniversary Celebration have been mailed / hand 
delivered.  Enclosed in them you will find a response postcard.  We will have 
a basket set out in the Narthex by the offering plate for those who would like 
to complete them and leave them here instead of mailing them.  

We request that all responses be received no later than today;  

August 31st, 2025.  Hope to see you all at this glorious celebration! 



 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 
  
SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.   Social Concerns 

welcomes new members! 
 

 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

  

August:  Canned green beans    August:  Peas 

September: Canned corn      September: Mushroom Soup 

 

 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts. 

 

 

JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE “THE FORGOTTEN GOD” 

Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s church admires the gift of the Holy Spirit, but have we neglected to open it? Chan tears 

away the wrapping paper and the ribbons to uncover the source of the believing community’s 

true power for witness and service. He issues a compelling invitation to understand, embrace, 

and follow the Spirit of the living God. 

Phil Keating will lead us as we read and discuss during Fellowship Hour. Sign up on the 

communication counter Dates: October 12, 26; November 9, 23; December 7, 14. Plan to 

purchase your copy by September 7th and read the first chapter prior to October 12th. 

We will meet in the conference room. Bring your coffee and goodies at 10:45 a.m. 

 



 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
August 31st, 2025 


