
     
 

 

MISSION: To inspire members to grow in loving devotion to Jesus Christ, caring 

concern for one another, welcoming outreach, and loving service to our neighbors. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Immanuel Lutheran Church will be known for welcoming 

hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and 

service, and extravagant generosity.  

 

 

 

                  

  Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA                                                  

                              726 Fuller Avenue 

                          Big Rapids, MI 49307 

                                 231-796-8273 

                                            immanuelbigrapids726@gmail.com 

   

                                                                                                            www.immanuelbr.com 

                                                             Instagram: ILCbigrapids 

                                                      Facebook: @immanuelbr             

                             Eighth Sunday of Pentecost   

                               9:30 a.m. Worship Service   August 3, 2025           
 

 

  Welcome!  We’re glad that you are here, and we hope this service of worship 

will be a blessing to you.  Welcome packets are available in the entryway. 

 

 

In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. 

       Communion elements include this morning: Pre-packaged wafers (they 

  are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 
 

Assisted Listening: The Hearing Loop system in place for the hearing impaired will 

allow hearing aids equipped with a telecoil to serve as wireless loudspeakers, 

delivering sound right inside the ear. By activating a switch on your hearing aid, the 

sound is transmitted directly to your ears. 
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   Lutheran Book of Worship Holy Communion Setting 1 

                                               Eighth Sunday after Pentecost   
                                                                           
           

 GATHERING   
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

SHARING TIME 

PASSING THE PEACE 

CANDLE LIGHTING       
 
TRANSITION SONG:  Surely the Presence of the Lord is in This Place 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place, 

     I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

     I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 

     I see glory on each face; 

     Surely the presence of the Lord is in this Place. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A: Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed 

by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds 

of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are 

encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 

sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

P:  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C:  Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our 

own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant 

life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 

weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, 

break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 

C:  Amen. 

 



P:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with 

Christ, you are a new creation. 

C:  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN:    “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  (vs 1-4)  LBW 157  Green 

Hymnal 

 

GREETING 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

      Spirit be with you all.   

  

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Please be seated) 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE    

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love 

what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your 

sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

        WORD 

 

FIRST READING:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

 

  12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has 

given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all 

is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

 

 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to my 

successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for 

which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave 

my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes 

one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by 

another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from 

all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and 

their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 49: 1-12      (We sing the Psalm) 

 

 

 

 1 Hear this, | all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 

 2 you of high de- | gree and low, 

  rich and | poor together. 

 3 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 

 4 I will incline my ear | to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.  

 5 Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 

 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 



  and boast of | their great riches? 

 7 One can never re- | deem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 

 8 for the ransom of a life | is so great 

  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 

 9 in order to live forev- | er and ever 

  and never | see the grave. 

 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 

 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation   

      to | generation, 

  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 

 12 Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 

  they are like the | beasts that perish.  

 

SECOND READING:  Colossians 3:1-11 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are 

on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is 

your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, 

whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which 

is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 

disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But 

now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language 

from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with 

its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all 

and in all! 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*(Please Stand as you are able)  

          

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

     
 



 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter, vss.  13 through 21. 

 
 

P: Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21 
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over 

you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s 

life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land 

of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have 

no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to 

him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but 

are not rich toward God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

(Please be seated) 

 

SERMON:   Lay Minister Lee Wolken    Video:  “The Trouble with Bigger Barns”  

             by Rev. Jason Edwards 
 

*(Please stand as you are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”  LBW 356  Green Hymnal 

 

NICENE CREED  

P:  With the whole church let us confess our faith: 

C:    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

       of all that is, seen and unseen. 

         We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten   

       of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,    

       not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

         For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the  

       Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 



 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was     

        buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he  

       ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again  

       in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

               We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

       the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

       who has spoken through the prophets.  

                      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one  

       baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the  

       life of the world to come.   Amen. 

  
(Please be seated) 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response following each petition: 

 

A:  God of Grace, 

C:  Hear Our Prayer 
 

 

*(Please stand as you are able)  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERINGS 

 P:  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 

good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen.      

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:    Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

P:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

CONSECRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only  

     Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  We give thanks  

     to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy  

     Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in  

     his holy supper. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  

     and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for  

     the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all   

     to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION   
In the ELCA we welcome all believers to receive the Holy Communion. Communion elements include this 

morning: Pre packaged wafers (they are also gluten free), individual cup of wine or grape juice. 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Break Now the Bread of Life”  LBW 235  Green Hymnal 
 

 

(Please Stand as you are able) 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

  

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     

 
                                                                                        



 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray, 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 

by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  “ In Christ There Is No East or West”  LBW 359  Green Hymnal 

 

PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together Immanuel's Opening Doors prayer. 

C: Dear Lord, we thank and praise you for your everlasting love and enduring 

mercy. Continue to send your holy spirit:  to bless us, to watch over us and to guide us in 

all that we do so that we grow in:  our love for you, our love for each other and our love 

for those in our community.  

Grant us the courage to be bold in opening doors by inviting and welcoming others in our 

community to God’s church. Give us strength:  to trust in you and to have faith and hope 

in your plans for God’s church.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42463. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SERVING IN SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Musician: Janet Mallett    

Altar Duty: Carol Zimmerman & Phyl Cousineau 

Presiding Minister:  Lay Minister Lee Wolken 

                   Worship Assistant: Linda Obermier  

              Cantor:  Vicky Scott         

  Greeter: Phyllis Lindsey 

                                                           Usher:   

            Reader:  Linda Obermier 

Sound technicians/Live Streaming: David Scott/Troy Lindsey 
  

The congregation and ministries of this church rely on your weekly offerings and gifts. We encourage 

you to continue your tithing to Immanuel. You may mail them to Immanuel at 726 Fuller Ave. Big 

Rapids, MI. Thank you to everyone who has been sending in your offerings.  ~Stewardship committee   
 

Birthdays this week  –  Dee Neumann (8/8), Judy O’Dell (8/8) 

 

Anniversaries this week – None to report 

 

Altar Flowers – by Linda Greene, for the Honor and Glory of God. 

 

Upcoming In Person Meetings:   Office Staff Meeting                 Tues 8/5 at 10:30 am 

                  Council Meeting     Tues 8/5 at 12:30 pm  

          Worship & Music     Tues 8/5 at 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

Readings for Sunday August 10th – Lectionary 19: 

 

                Genesis 15:1-6     Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

                Psalm 33:12-22     Luke 12:32-40         

 

 

 

HELPFUL HINTS from Parish Nurse Phyllis Lindsey –  

Aug 3:  Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month.  Because eyes need to be 

moist they are more susceptible to abrasions or contact with foreign objects.  

Reduce eye injuries by keeping knives, scissors, and pointed objects (like 

pencils or screw drivers) positioned so they point away from the eyes.  Wear sun glasses 

(ultraviolet A and ultraviolet B ray prevention) and avoid looking directly at the sun, especially 

during an eclipse.  Have regular eye exams and wear safety eye glasses when doing crafts 

(especially with small objects) or using chemicals or power tools.. 



 

SHEPHERD’S HOOKS & NEEDLES now meet on the third 

Tuesday of the month. The next session is Tues. August 19th at 

Noon.    

                               

           

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
  
SOCIAL CONCERNS: 

 

Containers for Manna Pantry, Project Starburst, 3rd Avenue Pantry and Grade School 

Kids are in the Narthex, signs indicating what is to be collected monthly.   Social Concerns 

welcomes new members! 
 

Manna Pantry                Project Starburst  

  

August:  Canned green beans    August:  Peas 

September: Canned corn      September: Mushroom Soup 

 

 

Grade Schools 

Kleenex, shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, soap, underwear, sweatpants (neutral colors), socks. 

Sizes for children to fifth grade.  Also hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts. 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 
Invitations to the 80th Anniversary Celebration have been mailed / hand 
delivered.  Enclosed in them you will find a response postcard.  We will have 
a basket set out in the Narthex by the offering plate for those who would like 
to complete them and leave them here instead of mailing them.  

We request that all responses be received no later than August 31st, 2025.  
Hope to see you all at this glorious celebration! 



 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
August 3rd, 2025 


